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EXAMINATION CONTINUED

BY MR, HANES:

Q
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You are the same Mr. Cleofus Gonzalez who was
here yesterday, are you not?

Yes, sir.

Yesterday we were discusshg the ractual aspects
of your term;nating your employment wilith the
Farm and Ranch, are you following me?

Yes, sir,

If at any time I asn a question you don't
understand, would you please let me know before
you try to answer it?

Yes, sir,

And that way, I can assume you are giving me the
correct answer, as best you can make it?

That is right, sir,

Now, I think we established you had an argument
with 0, P, Carrillo. Would you please tell us
the date you quit the Farm and Ranch Store?

I can't recall the date, sir.

The month, perhaps, and the year?

Well, probably it was sometime Ln 1972.

All right, 72, would it be in --

Probably the middle of the year.

1 ‘*"“?ﬁ W
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Would 1t be about May?

Yes, I think 1t was May. Yes, sir, Lt was May,
pecause I worked all month in June in Corpus.
Also, yesterday, I believe you indlcated to the
Court that you really had not qult the county,
you had only takeh some vacation time you had
coming to you?

That 1s right, sir.

You have testifled several times in connectlon
with the various proceedings involving 0, P.
Carrillo, have you i. t?

Yes, sir.

And before this Court and before thls Judge 1s
the flrst‘time you have ipdicated you were on 2
vacation when you quit the Farm and Ranch in
May, 1972, is it not, sir?

Wwell, I don't recall if I did tell them that I
wag on vacation or they didn't ask me, that is
how come I didn't tell them.

Didn't you tell them you got so mad you went to

Corpus and got a job?

well -~
Did you tell them that or not, that you Just got
mad, and so mad you went home and went to Corpus

Christi and got a job at Page Alrways, 1s that
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what you told them in Austin?
Yes, sir,
Is that true?
Yes, sir.
So you did get mad and get & job 1ln Corpus?
Yes, sir.
And you didn't say anything in 7astin about
goting on vacation?
1 don't recall, sir.
Do you have any doubt in your mind as to whether
you mentioned a vac. Sion anywhere else except in
this Court and before this Judge?
Ag a matter of fact, you know you didn't?

That is correct, sir,

And you were indeed mad at O, P. Carrillo when you

quit the Farm and Ranch in May, 1972, weren't you?

No, sir.

You had gquit a job that lasted for some ten or
twelve years, had vou not?

Well --

Did you, yes, or no?

Yes, sir,

Is it true that the very next month that you
called the DPS and told them county trucks were

hauling grain for O, P. Carrillo, for the month

i
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after you quit?

That same year?

No, in '74, when you quit working in Precinct 3

and started working for Mr, Parr as a welfare man,

Would you ask me that again, élr?

All right, I doh't want to confuse you on 1it.
After you quit the.Farm and Ranch in May,

1973, and then went to Corpus, Ramiro Carrillo

talked you into coming back to work for the

county?

Yes, sir,

And you went to work for Precinct 37

Correct, sir,

At the Farm and Ranch Store?

That is where he has his office.

That is where you worked, is it not?

Yes, sir.

So you were actually on the scene at the Farm and

Ranch Store after June, 19727

Yes, sir,

Up until about what time?

May, 1974,

"Until May, 1974, when you went to talk with

Archer Parr?
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And Mr. Archer Parr gave you a new job?

Correct,
And that

Parr aga

(By Mr,
in May,
you not?
1 did, s
And Mr,
golng to
Yes, for
And when
golng to

Yes, sir

sir.
is when you jolned forces wlth Archer
inst your old friend --

MR. ODAM: I dject to the form of
the quesﬁion. It 1s misleading as to
the form of the questior.

_MR. HANES? Maybe I can rephrase
it.

THE MASTER: I was prepared to
overrule ii, but 1f you want to rephrase
it, that is fine,

MR. HANES: I think the objectlion
has tutored the witness to where that
question is no longer vliable.

Hanes:) When you quit the Farm and Ranch

1973, you went to see Archer Parr, did

ir.
Parr told you at that time that he was
glve you a new Jjob?

the meantime,

he got things settled down, you were

have your old job back?
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So at that point in time you became a member of
the Archer Parr political faction, did you not?
No, sir,

Well, you didn't ret any cut in pay., did you,
when you moved over from the f#rm and ranch
Precinct 3 to a welfare officer workine for
Archer Parr? You got the same kind of money,
didn't you?

I got a little bit raise.

Oh, you got a raise?

Yes, sir.

whén you quit Precinct 3 and went to work for
Mr. Archer Parr?

I didn't go to work, I just went and thanked him
for the job,

Well, he gave you the new job. didn't he?
Well, he -~

Well, did he or not?

He just said for me to keep on working.

Did he give you the new job, Mr. Gonzalez, or
not?

Well, he just safd a while ago -- yes, he did.
Did he?

Yes.

Does it pain you to say that Mr. Archer Parr gpave
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you the new job? Are you reluctant to tell us
that, to tell this judge that?

I didn't get your question, sir,

Why are you reluctant to tell this court that
Mr. Archer Parr gave you a new job?

I puess =-- |

Are you embarrassed about that?

No, sir. no, sir.

A1l right, you took the job, didn't you?

I d4id, I was working, I was working there. I
wanted to keep on working to make a living. I
have to work,

And you took the new job and the raise in May,
didn't you? '

Yes. sir,

And you took thfs new job in May of 19747

Yes, sftr.

All right, and it was in June of 1974 when you
called the Department of Public Safety, according
to you, and told them that trucks were hauling
grain that belonged tn O, P, Carrillo, isn't that
correct?

That 1s true,

So the story you told the court yesterday about

having some feeling for the citizens of the

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
C¢OURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE - GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTS, TEXAS 78401




10
1
12
13
7
15
18
17
18

i

1020

o > O >

community who couldn't get their trucks mspected,
that was sort of an afterthought, wasn't {it, Mr.
Gonzalez?

No, it was just -~

Well, the truth is you wantgd revenge on 0. P,
Carrillo, didn't you?

No, sir,

Didn't you tell the people rf the House of
Representatives up in Austin that you called the
DPS because O, P, Carrillo had caused some of
your friends to get fired from their johs?

No, s{r.‘

Do you remember talking about that to them?

No, sir.

Did you call the sheriff in June of 1974 after
you joined forces with Archer Parr and fook the
new iob with the raise in pay?

I didn't, sir,

Were you present when the sheriff was called about
trucks hauling grain for 0. P. Carrillo?

I think I was sir, yes, sir.

What do you mean you think you were? You were
or you were not. Were you there or not?

I was;

All right, what sheriff did you call; what was

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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his name?

A Well --

MR, ODAM: Your Honor. the witness
just testified the last question he did
not call the sheriff, |

THE MASTER: Thaf is correct.

0 How do you know that the =-- well have you ever
said under oath that you called the sheriff ton
tell him about trucks carrying grain for O. P,
Carrf]lo?

A No, sir.

Q Do you recall in Austin, Texas, on the 20th day
of May, 1975, testifying before the House group
in Austin?

A Yes, sir,

Q All right, do you remember & question being asked
of vou at that time?

MR, HAYNES: Papge 151, Counsel,

Q "Why didn't you call the sheriff's offfce. This
has to do with the business of your claim that
county trucks were hauling grain belonging to
0. P. Carrillo. Do you remember that question

being asked of you, "Why didn't you call the
sheriff's office?" Was it asked of you or not,

do you remember?
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I don't remember really, but =--
Well, 1f you doubt it, let me show you.
MR, HAYNES: May I approach thevwit-
ness, Your Honor, and show him?

THE MASTER: Yes, sir.

Well, 1 f that question was asked of you, Mr,

Gonzalez, what would your resoon- > have been,
The questfion specifically, ad let me give it
to you and you listen carefully.
All right,
"Why didn't you cali the sheriff's office?”" You
are talking about when you say you saw these
trucks of the county hauling grain that you knew
belonged to O, P, Carrillo?
Do you want me to exnlain that?

No. The question is, "Why didn't you call the
sheriff's office?" What would your answer be

now before the judge?
Because Ruben Chapa --
No; what would your answer be., "Why didn't you
call the sheriff's office?" What 18 your answer?
Because Ruben Chana had already tn1ld the sheriff's
department about this ening on and one of the
sherriffs said, "I already did", but that's all

he tnld him and never did anything haopen.
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Do you remember what you told thnse people in
Austin under oath vhen that very same aquestion
was asked of you, Mr, Gonzalez?

Na, sfr, I don't remember, really,

Well, di{d you try at that time to tell them the
truth? .

I d1d, sure. and I sm telltng th: truth right
now to the best of my knowlrdge.

May I show you this, sir?

Sure.

Is this the aquestiou on page 151, auestion "Why
didn't you call the sheriff's office?”" Is that
the auestion or not?

Yes, sir,

And your answer was, '""Because the sheriff, we
told them, I guess we did -- yes -~ too =-- yes,
we did, we told them,"

Yes, sir, that is what I ﬁean. I didn't do {it.
Did you tell the sheriff?

We did, I mean --

Why didn't you call the sheriff's office and
vou said, "We did, yes’,

Well, I ~-

Did you call the sheriff's office or not, sir?

I didn't.
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All right.

I dtdn't, I did not.

But you left the impressfon in Austin that you
had called the sheriff's office, didn't you?
Well, maybe yes.

Well, you wanted to leave tﬂat impression, didn't
vou, Mr, Gonzalez?

No, sir.

Yru wanted to make it look like in Austin, Texas,
that you had tried to get the sheriff involved
because you were so uvutraged at seeing these
trucks carrying the grafn, isn't that what you
wanted to convey?

No gir, that wasn't my point,

Well, you didn't tell the specific truth in
Austin, Texas, wﬁen you answered that question,
did you, sir”

I did say the truth to the best of my knowledge.
Well, did you call the sheriff or not?

I didn't do it myself,

A1l right, when vou told the vpeople in Austin
that vou called them, that is not true, is 1t?
Well --

Because you Aidn't call them, did you?

Me nersonally, I didn't.
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All right.
No, sir,
And that hapvened one month after you auit?
I don't -~
After you quit Precfnct 3?7
I don't recall, You just séid it was May or
June, but I don't recall the date, sir. I
couldn't tell you exactly,
Well, do you rememher what you told them in
Austin about the exact day you quit?
I think I told them ...e same thing, that I didn't
know what -- I didn't know the exact date,

MR. HAYNES: May I show the witness

again, Your Honor?

THE MASTER: Yes, sir.
Well, now, that was just in May of 1975?
No. 1t conuldn't bhe 75,
No, when you told the people in Austin, when it
was that you called the sheriff ~- or the Depart-
ment of Public Safety about the trucks hauling
the_grain. And do you remember what you told them
then?
I really --
Were you trying to tell those people in Austin

what happened or when {t happened or were you

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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fust making ‘t up out of your mind?

No, T mean I knew when -~ I mean I knew it happened

but T don't know the exact date,

Did you know when you talked in Austin what the
exact date was?

No, sir.

Do you remember what you told thran as to what
the date was when you called the DPS about the
grain trucks hauling the grain?

I told it that we were one day standing outside
the store.

Now, do you remember what date you told them?
No. sir,

Well, on page 170 did you tell them that it was
in June, July, somewhere in there, August in the
grain season?

That's right,

0of 19747

Well, 1f you ask me if I said June or July, vyes,
it would have heen during grain season. But I
couldn't give you, it was on June the 10th or
June the 9th, that is what I mean right now, too.

A1l rieht,

That {8 in between those three menths, but I

couldn't give you an exact date. I mean, like

’

('R
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1 June the 10th or --

2 Q A1l right.

3 A Or maybe 10th.

. Q A1l right.

5 A But it was some =-- but if you ésk me 1f 1t was
8 sometime in grain season, i would say yes.

7 Q I would tell you it was in grain season and it
8 was after the time you quit Precinct 3 and went
9 to work for the Parr faction with the welfare

0 office. with a raise in pay?

i A I went back to work ‘or the same county, I

12 didn't work for no Parrs or --

1B Q It was after the time you went back and got the
u new job from Mr. Archer Parr, isn't it?

15 MR, ODAM: Your Honor, we object to
18 the question as being argumentative, The
17 facts have been established thus far,

8 THE MASTER: A little argumentative,
a8 Mr. Haynes.
k. MR. HAYNES: All right, Your H~nor,
L I withdraw that question.
<22 Q And after the time that you became a member of
128 the == well, a welfare officer with a raise in
124 pay, you also became an election jupe, did you
135 not?
S
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I have been election judge for many years, for

many back years, sir. They always make me assis-

tant judge or presiding judge.

I have been working in elections since I

started votine as a matter of fact.

Incidentally, Mr. Gonzalez.'one of the things
that caused your phone call to tle Department of
Public Safety in the grafn senson of last vear
to fall upon deaf ears, it became known that

0. P. Carrillo dfdn't have any grain, didn't

plant any gratn in 1y74 and you found that out

later, didn't you?
Nn, sir,
You didnt find that out later?

No, sir.

Mr. Archer Parf or none of his lieutenants told

you to call the DPS and told you to make some

allepations against O. P. Carrilloe?
No, sir.

It was your own idea?

Yes, sir,

To call the DPS?

Yes, sir,

And {t was also Mr. Ruben Chapa's idea

the DPS?

to call

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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Yes, sir.

He was with you, wasn't he?

Yes, sir.

He 1is also in the Parr camp, isn't he?

I don't know, sir,

Did he go over and talk to ﬁr. Archer Parr about
the same time you did and get hiin. 2 job or was
he there before?

No, sir, I mean he eot his jobh right after he
ran for electifon fn the city so I didn't have to
do nothing with that.

I see. okay.

I mean, I don't =-- no, sir.

And, of course, immediately after you left the
farm and ranch position =- Preeinct 3, rather,
in May of 1974, you went tn work with the
celebrated Rudolfo Couling, did you not?

That 1s correct. sir,

And as a matter of fact =-- you, since that time
in your 1{fe have managed now to become, as you
sa{dvyesterday. the owner of your own business?
That s correct, sir.

And that is a business that was formally the
business of Rudolfo Couling?

That {= correct, sir.
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And in additfon to that, your financial affairs
have lmproved. that is, since you left the farm
and ranch. in May of 1974, you have mansged to
acauire some material advantage. have you not?
Yoru have a new home, do you_not?

That is my home, I bought it when I got married,
a few years after, and I have been adding little
by little and I do my own werk.

I see.

A1l the carpentering, I do it myself.

But your fortunes have improved, you bought your-
gelf a business fmm Rudolfo Coulfing?

What can I do, sir, I can't go out and work, I
have to lhe. That is the only source of money

I have got right now,

Are you still a welfare officer?

No, sir =-- well, they haven't fired me. but they
just 1laid me off and they.haven't said -~

They haven't paid you, though?

That's right, and I don't want to go over there
and say to pay me because I haven't done work.
A1l right,

But I think maybe one of these days they tell me
to go back to your work and I am waiting for that.

Well, Mr. Archer Parr told you when things settled

CHATHAM & AS§9ECMTES
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down you would get your old job back in Precinct 37
Well, nrobably, ves.
You said probably, vou are not trying to indicate
to the court that Mr, Parr didn't tell you that,
are you? Mr, Parr told you that when things
settled down you would havé your old job back
in Precinet 3, didn't he, or at _east that is
what you told the people in Austin when you testi-
fied under oath?
I think that {s right, sir,
Well, don't think about it, is it correct or not?
It 1s correct.
All right and so, of course, since you guit Pre-
cinct 3 in Mey of 1974 you have been planning on
vetting your old job back when and if things
settled down in Benavides, Texss?
That's correct sir,
A1l right, and that means when things settle
down, that‘means wvhen the Parr faction of the
politics in Duval County 1is back in power, you
will have vour old job back st Precinct 3?
I don't think the Parr faction 15 sofng tn pet
back in Duval County,
Well, isn't that what you entered into the rela-

tionship with Archer Parr and the welfare thing?
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I just told you a while ago that no, sir.

i03?
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Well, let's see, are you suggesting to this Court
the sole source of your income 1s the money you
make as a welfare officer? You are not saylng
that, are you?

Right now?

Yes.

I don't have a salary right now.

You have other sources of ir.come, don't you?

I have a ranch and a few cows.

That is a source of 1lncome to you?

Sure,

And you have your business you brought from
Rudolfo Couling?

Correct, sir. .

As a matter of fact, since you -~ let's see 1f we
can take this a step at a time.

Since you left Precinct 3 1n May, 1974, and
aligned your fortunes with the Archer Parr group,
you have bought a new truck, have you not?

I bought that truck in 1970, sir.

Your testimony under oath 18 you have not bought
a new truck since you left Precinct 37

No, sir.

All right., You remodeled your home and made some

additions to it since you left "recinct 37
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No, slir,
MR. ODAM: I object to the
relevancy as to what thls witness has
done since he left his Jjob with
Precinct 3. I don't sée how it relates
to eithef bias or prejudice and it is
unduly taking the time »f thls Court.
‘THE MASTER: I think that is correct.
MR. HANES: I believe so, Your
Honor, so I will get off that line of
inquiry.
THE MASTER: Thank you.
(By Mr, Hanes:) All right. Mr. Gonzalez, one
of the reasons why you got so made when you had
your argument with 0, P, Carrillo is that 1t was
discussed at that time the fact that you had en
stealing from the Farm and Ranch; that is a fact,
is 1t not?
They never did mention about that. I think you

are wrong.

- You didn't admit to stealing items?

I sald I could have anythling I wanted to, because

I think I had a right.

Didn't you say you took anything you wanted?

Yes.

»r
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Did you?

Yes, sir,

Did you pay for them?

No, sir.

Was that stealing?

Not to my knowledge.

Was 1t a gift from O, P, Carril'o or Ramiro
carrillo?

It was sort of like paying me for what I was
doing for me for nothing for years.

Did you come in au. say, I took 40 poundes of
nails and ten rolls of barb wire, did you tell
them that?

Let's say I got a half a pound‘of nalls once
a year, I didn't do it every day.

Didn't you tell the folks in Austin you would take
any small item that you wanted and felt like you
were entitled to 1t?

1 did Lt once a year,

Is it your sworn testimony that once a year you
would teke a half pound of nalls?

Yes, sir,

Nothing else?

No, slr, maybe.

No, sir, maybe?
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No, sir.
No, sir, you didn't take anything else?
No,sir,
When O, P, Carrillo accused you of stealing from
the Farm and Ranch --
MR. ODAM: I object to the
relevancy and number twc, L1f he wants to
get ;n by way Qf tertimony what O, P,
Carrlllo sald, he can call hlm as a
witness. Thereby, it would be not
hearsay. 1. issue of stealing did
not take place and it is totally hearsay
as to what he is trying to develop.
THE MASTER: That objection is
overruled,
(By Mr, Hanes:) Mr. Gonzalez, regérdless of
the reason for the argument, whether you were
stealing or not, and Judge O, P. Carrlllo accused
you or not, after that discusslion you and Judge
Carrillo didn'é speak for a number of years?
We never did. I would greet him andhe would
say hello. I was not his best friend. It just
happened.
You didn't have any conversation with him at all

after that discussin in 19727

=T
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We talked a lot of times, but llke we had always
done.

Didn't you tell the Senate -- I mean the House
you didn't talk with O, P, Carrillo from the

time you had that falllng out'until the day that
you were up in Austin, 1s that what you told them?
I don't remember, sir,

You don't remember whéther you told them that or
not?

No, sir,

Is 1t possible tha. you told those people in
Austin under oath that you didn't speak to O, P.
Carrillo after you had that falling out, is 1t
possible you sald that?

Could have been.

Sir?

Could have been.

Is 1t llkewlse true you testified under oath in
Federal Court about a month ago that from the
time of that argument in 1972 and up until today,
you didn't talk to O, P, Carrillo?

I never d4id, sir, I mean =--

All right. So, now, Mr, Cleofus Gonzalez,
anything that you say or do to hurt O, P. Carrillqg

has been your purpose in life to do, is it not?
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A No, sir,

Q You would not go out of your way to hurt him at
all?

A No, sir.

And you are not a vengeful mah, certainly?

Correct, sir,

L > o

And the only reason you called the‘DPS is because

you felt sorry for the poor people?

A Correct, sir.

Q And that was the first time you had seen any kind
of a county truck h-~uling grain for O, P.
Carrillo or what you thought was 0, P, Carrillo'’s
grain?

A Yes, slir,

Q And i1t was an outrageous situation to you and that
is why you made the call?

A Yes, sir.

MR. HANES: 'I believe that 1is all the
questions I have of Mr. Gonzalez at

this time, I will pass the wltness,

RE-EXAMINATION

BY MR, ODAM:

Q Mr. Gonzalez, Mr. Hanes has ssked you & number of
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questions about Judge O, P, Carrlillo and about an
argument about the Farm and Ranch Store. How long
have you known O, P. Carrillo?
All my life, sir.
Did you grow up in Benavidea,'Texas?
Yes, sir. |
Where does Judge O. P.ACarrillo live?
Benavides.
Did you know him 1n passing during that time,
or how would you describe the extent to which you
knew him? Was he su..eone in town you knew by
name?
I was born and llved all my life on hisdaddy's
ranch.
What is hls daddy's name?
D, C. Chapa.
What is your daddy's name?
Lorenzo Gonzalez.
Was he good friends with D, C. Chapa?
He came with him and started working with him when
he was 16 or 17 years old.
MR. HANES: We object to the
recitation that counsel is adding to the
record, That would be baszd on hearsay

a8 to what hils father did with O, P.
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cerrillo or O, P, Carrillo's family.
THE MASTER: Overruled.
So, Mr. Lorenzo Gonzalez and D. C., Chapa went a
way back, would you describe them as good friends?
Yes, sir.
How would you describe that relationship?
He worked for him as a ranch harl.
Wworked for O, P. Carriilo?
For his daddy.
D. C. Chapa?
Yes.,
What was the hame of the ranch?
Bor jas.
Where were you born?
Benavides, Texas.

Were you born at home or in a hospital?

At home.

At the time you were born, did your father work
on D, C, Chapa's ranch?

Yes, sir,

I believe you stated you lived on D, C. Chapa's
ranch?

Yes, sir.

And for how many years did you live on Judge

Carrillo's father's ranch?
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My daady qult working for D, C. Chapa sround 1956.
S0, can you put that in terms of yearsf I take
it, when you say qult working, you moved off the
ranch in 19567

Yes, sir.

Now, that means you lived on the ranch approxi-
mately 22 years?

Correct, sir, I graduated in 1955.

From where?

High school in Benavidgs.

Did Judge O, P. Cu. "i1ll0o ever come to the Borjas

ranch during that time?

- Yes, sir,

During this time, did you consider that you were
close to 0, P. Carrillo, good friends with him?
I never did talk to him, I would just say hello
and I never d1d make a long conversation with
him. That 1s the way 1t has been all the time.
I know him like a relative, but I never talisd

to him like a long conversation or something
like that,

Okay.

That is what I mean.

Now, there has been some testimony about some-

‘thing called the Farm and Ranch Store. Where is
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the Farm and Ranch Store located?

In Benavides, Texas.

Where is 1t, say 1ln relation to the offices for
Precinct 37

Well, it is a bullding along the county yard and
the front part of the buildixg is where they have
the Farm and Ranch Store and in the back it is
that county shop and tﬁe covnty equipment.

First of all, when did you .go to work? I believe
you testified tc this, but again, for purposes of
the record, restatc wvhen you went to work for the
county as a warehouseman.

In late 1962.

And who employed you at that time as a

warehouseman?

Ramiro Carrillo,

Did he have an official position with the ocunty
at that timef

He was kind of general manager to the county
commissioner.

He was not a commissioner at that time?

No, sir.

At the time you went to work in the warehouse,
in 1962, was there an entity called the Farm and

Ranch Store?
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It started at the same time.

It started at the same time?

Yes, sir.

Who owns the Farm and Ranch Store?

Ramiro Carrillo and 0, P. Carrillo.

Now, the Farm ané Ranch Store is actually
located in the same bqilding wl“h the county
offices?

Yes, sir,

And where the warehouse was?

Yes, sir.

Do you recall how much you were pald by the county
in 19627

I started getting about two twenty-five, I think.
All right. F‘nd you're responslibilities as
warehouseman, you stated yesterday, I believe,
were to check out and keep up with the county
equipment and work for the county commissioner?
Yes, sir.

What precinct was that?

Three.

Who became the commissionsr?

Mr. Carrillo became commissioner in 1967 or 1968,
You are talking about Ramiro Carrillo?

Yes,
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When he became county commissioner, you continued
to do work for the county?

Correct, sir.

Did you work for the Farm and Ranch Store also
during that time?

Yes, slr. |

What was your salary for the Farm and Ranch Store?

From then on I didn't get pald anything but the

Farm and Ranch salary.

You worked on the county salary and you did work
for them in the Fu.n and Ranch Store and they
didn't pay you for 1t?

No, sir,

How long did you work on the county salary and
work in the Farm and Ranch Store as well?

Since I started and until May, 'T4.

Until May, '74?

Just a minute -- at the Farm and Ranch, yes, to
May, 197k,

From 19627

Yes, sir.

So for 12 years you were on the county payroll
working for no péy at the Farm and Ranch Store?

Correct, sir.

Well, d1d -- they did not pay you in merchandlise
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from the store, they didnt't give you any pay?
Just with the exception of one year. I don't
know what reason Mr. Paryr laid off everybody, and
for that whole year, the Farm and Ranch Store
pald me about $200, I guess. When Mr, Parr passed
away, Ramiro Carrillo became county commissioner
and he hied me agaln, I got pa'd just that year,
but I can't recall what it was probably '67.
All right,
But that is the only time I got palid any money
from the Farm and I ‘nch Store on a salary basis.
MR. ODAM: Your Honor, in view of
this witness' testimony, I would call
the Court's attentlon to some of the
paragraphs which we have set forth 1n our
pleadings. For example, the Court ls
aware of paragraph four, where it
concerns Franciseco Rulz, who was paid a
salary from Duval County --
MR. HANES: We would object to the
recitation in front of the witness,
MR. ODAM: If that is his objectlon,
it is fine for the wltness to be excused
from the courtroom,

THE MASTER: What is the purpose of
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No, sir,

this rec
MR.

Rule 112.

at any time prior to the conclusion of the

hearing

to the -

itation?
ODAM: To refer the Master to
The rule states that the Master

may allow or require amendments

THE MASTER: Are you asking for a

trial amendment?

MR.

THE MASTER: Let's see it 1in writing.

MR,

(By Mr. Odam:)

slary?

Now, Mr,

ODAM: Yes, sir.

ONrAM: All right, sir.

During this time you wre pald nc

I was not,

fanes has referred quite a bit to an

argument that was held, Wth whom was this

"discussion or argument held, between you and whet

R
i
¢
)

A

party?

Me and O, P. Carrillo,

You and O, P,

Yes.

Carrillo?

And what was your basis for the discussion?

Well, he just approached me one day that he --

. You say he, who is he?

O.‘ P.

Carrillo approached me one day that he had

. .1ou46 '

|
|
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gone to buy auto parts and they refused him becaus
I had not sent the payment.

To whom?

To the automotive supply.

Where was that located?

Alice, Texas,

Was he talking about the county-buslness or was
he talking about your work for the Farm and Ranch
Store?

The Farm and Ranch Store.

Let's back up a moment, then. He was complaining
about you not having paid --

For parts he had gotten on the Fasm and Ranch
account, ’

It is your testimony that Judge Carrillo got auto
partsat this place in Alice?

Yes, sir.

And 1t was charged to the Farm and Ranch Store?
Yes,

And he was mad at you for what?

I didn't pay 1t, because we didn't have any
money. I was walting for money to pay it.

So he was mad at you about that?

Yes, he got mad and I told him I didn't have the

money.
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And what did he respond to that?

He got mad and sald something, I can't recall

what, but he and I both got mad and I don't know

what I told him, but he sald well,

if you don't

like it, close the damn business and get the hell

out of here.
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And was he paying you to work at the Farm and
Ranch Store at that time?
No, sir.
Did you make any comments to him at that time or
any other time to O, P, Carrilio or anyone else
that you were not being paid to work in the Farm
and Ranch Store?
I told his brother, Ramiro, wvhen he went and
talked to me to come back. I told him, well, I
don't have to be at that Farm and Ranch, you're
not paying me, he 1. not paying me any money to
be there, He said, "Well, that is true, don't
you pay attention to O, P. I told him, well,
when he asked me fnr me to go back to work for
him he told me I am going to tell 0.P, not tn
interfer with you and I said, well 1t is his --
MR, HAYNES: Esxcuse me just a minute,
we are going to object to the recitations
as to what some other witness said, that
is hearsay as to O, P, Carrillo.
THE MASTER: You're getting close to
hearsay, Mr., Odam.
So the reason that you are stating that you left
for vacaton or however you want to technically

describe it is because of this dispute about you
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not paying the Farm and Ranch Store for these
auto parts?

That {is correct sir.

Mr., Haynes asked you asbout that you testified
before, I think the record is fairly obvious

as to where that is, but to make it entirely
straight, where have you testified before with
respect to Judge O. P, Carri1lo?

I think over in Austin in federal court over in
Austin and in federal court here.

When you testified in Austin would that be before
the House Select Committee?

Yes, sir.

And were you subpoenaed to go testify there?
Yes, sir,

And when you testified there, were you telling
the truth in those proceedings?

Sure, sir, yves, sir,

And you were subpotenaed by the House committee?
Yes, sir.

And when you testified in federal court, yvou are
talking about the federal charges that are nre-
sently pending. T suppose?

Yes, sir, and I think also I testified over in

San Antonfo at that San Antonio Grand Jury.
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Q A1l right.

I think, sir, I am not sure.

Were you testifying -- were you subnoenaed to
testify before the federal court here in Corpus
Christi?

Yes, sir,

And the testimony you gave there is the truth?

Just the same as what you are saying here is the
truth?

Yes, sir, I don't have -- yes, sir,

Now, you were making two hundred and twenty-five
dollars a month working for the county while you
were working for no money for the Farm and Ranch
Store?

That {s correct, sir.

Now, Mr, Haynes referred that you then went at a
later point in time to see Archer Parr, what pos?-
tbn did Mr, Parr, Archer Parr. hold at that time?
He was the county judge,

And he was, would vyou say, generally in charge of
hirings of county employees?

Well, I think he was. yes, sir,

The placement of employees?

Yes, sir,
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1 Q And where is Archer Parr now?
-2

A He is somewhere in the penitentiary, sir, I don't
3

know where,

4 Q He is in -« is it state or fedgral penitentiary?
5 A TFederal, I think it ts, federal.

¢ Q He is not in Duval County right now?

7 A No, sir.

8‘ Q Where 1s Mr, George Parr?

L A He is dead.

L Q Well now Mr. Haynes has made reference to goinge
u over to the Parr faction and the Parr faction

@3 controlling, what is the Parr factfon that Mr.
@ | Haynes 1s talking about?

L A I don't know what he means, I mean, that i{s what
‘@I I mean, we are not =-- we are the people in

‘mﬁ  Benavides, we are doing our own, the best that
@:i we can for our own county. I mean, we are with
u{j nobody, I mean we are juét doing our best, you
L know, |

Bl q well, was Mr. --

-« to get our county back together, we don't have
a leader, we don't have nobody,

Is Mr, Archer Parr sending out instructions from
the federal pnenitentiary on runninz the county now?

I have never heard anythine from Archer Parr to
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~ And when you went over to see Mr. -- or Judge

. reect?
" Yes, sir,

. And you =~ Mr, Haynes has indicated :hat you got

Fa¥~2-]
TS

tell you the truth, sir, I couldn't tell you any-

thing about {it,

8o it is your testimony that there is no Parr
faction at the present time?

Well, not to my concern.

MR, HAYNES: I am pofng to object to

that questfon, It is assum.ng a fact that

. is highly controverted, It is an 1ssue,
it is not his testimony that there is no
Parr faction.

THE MASTEKR, Well, it is a little
leading, I don't know 1if that is your obtec-
tion or not.

° MR, HAYNES: I think essentially that
is, Your Honor, I neglected to say it.

MR, ODAM: I will rephrase the question,

Is there, tn the best of your knowledge. 2 '"Parr
faction" at the present time?

No, sir.

Archer Parr, he was a county judge, is that cor-

A'ra{se in salary, and you stated that you became
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did you continue to work for them in the Farm and

involved with the welfare business?
That fs correct, ¢ir, T asked him for a raise,
everything was tno high and I couldn't do it on
what I was doing, I asked him for a rafse really,
I asked him,
Well, in your opinion --

MR, ODAM: Strike tha..
What were your responsibilities as being in charre
or your responsibilities with the welfare program?
I gave out orders for medicines, for groceries,
for hospitalization, for funerals, just whatever
poor people needed, you know, that I thought that
they really needed: people who really needed things
And when you were performing those functions, did
that take more than {t did for you to do their
work or at the Farm and Ranch Store and do the
county work as county warehouseman, was 1t a
more involved jobh?
Well, I say it was just ~--
Was there more responsibility involved there
than working for the Farm and Ranch Store?
Yes, sir.
And when you went over to become fn charge of the

welfare program and accept those rrsponsibilitiles,

e
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Ranch Store?
No, sir, I quit in 74 and I worked one more by
myself,
All right,

I mean -~

Now, Mr. Haynes, has referfed to, "We called the
sheriff”. I helieve it was your testimony that
you, Cleofus Gonzalez, did not call the sheriff?
I d1d not, sir.
But when you were referring about when you were

talking about "we'", you were referring to Mr.

Ruben Chapa?

I was there.

All right,

I didn't even pay attention, I juwt went over to

the phone, he just got the phone and called and

he said, "I just called the sheriff and told him

that I had seen =~ ", That is why I knew about it.

MR, HAYNES: Well, excuse me, Mr,

Witness. We will object now to what this
witness claims that Mr. Ruben Chapa said
to somebody on the other end of a phone
that he claims was the sheriff. We claim

that would be heasrsay twice and thrice, and

once. _removed,
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THE MASTER: I don't suppose that ques-
tion was asked of the witness, your ques-
tion was, I think, that Mr, Chapa phoned
the sheriff, {s that correct?

MR, ODAM: That's correct, sir.

Again, Mr, Haynes posed a qﬁestion to you that
after you bocame welfare officer ~hat you became
election judge.

Now, after you became a welfare officer,
what position with resmect to elections did you
have at tha* time? o .d you acquire new rasponsi-
bilities with respect to elections?

Well, I don’'t know, but I was appointed by the
county court or county commissioners to be
county election judge and I would recelve a
letter from them every time an election was going
to be held and I received a letter from the
county clerk or somebody that [ was ampointed to
be efther a clerk or asgsistant judge or presidng
Judge,
And what salary did you receive for doing those

responsibilities?

Sometime they: pay us and sometimes they didn't,

Sometimes we get about ten dollars a day and

" sometimes twenty.
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And at the time that you became -- acquired these
positions thereafter, with respect to elections,
it 1s your testimony that prior to that time that
you had been involved with elections in official
canacities before? |

Yes, sir.

And for how long had you been previously involved?
Since I started voting.

Now the responsibilities that you acquired after
you went with the county, with the welfare program
with respect to ele.:-ions, were they different
than what you had been doing in the vpast?

No, sir.

So it was basically the same?

Yes, sir,

Now, Mr. Haynes referred to someone called a
celebrated Mr, Rudolfo Couling. I don't know
why he is celehrated. but presuming that he is,
and he might well be entitled to be called
celebrated, who is Rudolfo -~ do you know a
gentlemen by the name of Rudolfo Couling?

I know him for many years,

And where does he live?

In Benavides.

How long have you known him?
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As long a8 I can remember, many yeas,.

Mr. Haynes referred to the fact that you began

to go to work with Mr., Couling. What type of work
was that?

I say =- I sell whatever he.had at that store, a
clerk, whatever you say.

What store would tht be?

Benavides Implement.

And what is yow present salary from Benavides
Implement and Hardware?

When I started working he paid me on 2 commission
basis.

What was the amount of commission?

About five per cent,

Did you become a richman over five per cent in
Benavides, Texas?

No sir, sometimes we just sold about six hundred
dollars a month, so that didn't pive me much.
Now, when you went to work for -- when you left
the job as warehouseman, you stopped doing busi-
ness for O, P, Carrillo on county salary, and you
alaso testified that when you became a welfars
officer that you no longer di{d private work for
anyone on a county salary?

That is right.
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Is that correct?
That {is correct, sir,
And then when you went to work for Mr. Couling,
engaged in private business, were you doing any
orivate work other than that or any county work
other than that? |
Just giving out w?lfare_orders, you see how I
got involved with going in that store, Mr. Parr
sald to get you -~

MR, HAYNES: We are going to object

to that as being non-responsive, Your Honor.

THE MASTER: Sustained.
Mr. Couling -- Mr, Haynes said that you were
stealing from the Farm and Ranch Store. Did Judee
0. P, Carrillo accuse you of theft or stealing?
I don't recall him saying anything about me that
I was stealing from him, because I have never
thought of that, you know, that he was going to
say that about me. I thought he trusted me a
l1ittle bit more.

MR, HAYNES: 1 am going to object to

that,

And I jwt thought that =--

MR, HAYNES: Excuse me. Mr. Witness,

I am objecting, We would object to that as
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being non-responsive, Your Honor, and sub-
jective as to what he thought, it is not
responsive to the question and we object to
it.
THE MASTER: Sus;ained.
You are being paid no salary by Farm and Ranch
Store?
No, sir.
And Mr. Haynes posed a question to you about tak-
ing from the county and I didn't write it down,
but it was a shocking amount of supplies; I think
he talked about maybe, you recall, some rows of
fencing?
(Witness nods head yes,)
Did you ever take from the Farm and Ranch Store
great amounts of feneing?
No, sir.
He talked about several péunds of nails, did you
take that from the Farm and Ranch Store?
I took about a half a pound about once a year,
What kind of posts, cedar posts, did you take any
nosts?
No, sir, I got my own checks where I bought my
little place, where I can prove t¢ him that I

paid for my posts. I got my checks, I bought it
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from some man from San Antonio.

[ have may checksa, {f he wanta to see them,
I can prove where I bought them, 1 hought ahout
twenty posts at a time, that's all I could afford,

So {t {s your testimony that they were nnt payine

!
you any salary end that from time to time , however

that you would take some half a :ound or pound of
nails?

Just nails, yes, for any little thing that I had
to do at home, make a chicken coob or something,
I mean, just nothing,

And what objection did 0. P, Carrillo or Ramiro
Carrfllo make to you taking that from the store
where they were having you work?

Well, let me tell you something, Ramiro slways
told me for me to have whatever I --

MR, HAYNES: Excuse me, we would obiect
Your Honor, the witness tg --

THE MASTER: The auestion, Mr, Gonzale~»

Yes, sir.

THE MASTER: =-=- {18 what objection, it
was a double question, did 0. P, Carrtllo or
Ramiro Carrillo, now which one are you talkin
about?

MR, ODAM: Let me rephrase the question.

.
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And now listen to what the question is, so you
can give an answer that 1is responsive.
Yes, sir.
What objection, 1f there was any objectinn, that
Ramiro Carrillo ever posed to you about taking
thinegs from the Farm and Ranch Store, did he
ever obiect tn that?
No, sir.
What objection did O, P, Carrillo ever make to
you, to say, if he did, "Don't take anything from
the Farm and Ranch Store'. Did he ever object?
No, sfr, he never did say anything to me.
All right. Mr, Haynes has refemed to -- d1d
0.P. Carrillo accuse you of stealing from the
Farm and Ranch Store?
Not that I remember, sir.
Well, what was -- {s there anything that you
could have been taking that they -- that vou did
not pay for that they would accuse you of steal-
ing?
I never did take anything, sfr, I mean everythine
I took, I bought it and I paid for 1t and I mean
bieg ttems, but I never did take anythine,
Now, Mr. Haynes also asked you aquestions about

whether or not you had ocrasion to -- that you
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personally have talked with O, P. Carrillo for
a long period of time, It is your testimony that
you did not.

The other side of that is, has O, P,
Carrillo, what has been his response to you, has
he greeted you? |
I greet him every time I see him, {f he don't
greet' me, it is okay for me, I am not going to
pet anything out of it, I mean --

Has he been friendly towards you?

I have never talked (o him, but every time 1

see him I raise my hand and speak to him, that

is all,

Is he responsive to you? Does he acknowldge you?
No. I don't think so.

Now finally Mr, Haynes asked i{f it was your purpose
to hurt 0, P, Carrillo. Is it your purpose today
in this proceeding, was it your purpose comine
here today under subpoena to hurt 0. P. Carrille?
No. sir,

Was 1t your purpose in the federal trfal that he
referred to hurt 0, P, Carrillo?

No, sir.

What 18 your purpose, when you were subpoenaed

up to the House of Representatives to hurt 0. P.
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Carrillo was that your purpose?

No, sir.

Was it yrur nurpose to do anything besides tell
the trutth?

That's right, sir, they called.me, I wasn't goineg
to lie. They asked me if I'knew something like
this and thet. and I told them yes and if I did
it this vay and I told them yes.

Do you have hate or any vengence in your heart
for 0. P. Carrilloe?

No, sfr, I don't bave hate for nohody right now
because robody has ever hurt me that much, 1
mean just for a little thing 1lfke that, I wouldn't
hate him, I mean --

MR, ODAM: Pass the witness.

RE - EXAMINATION

MR, HAYNES:

Mr. Gonzalez, do you remember in Austin, Texas,
giving some testimony on the 20th of May of
1975 about the ftems that you took from the Farm

and Ranch Store over the neriod of time that vou
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were there, do you remember that question?
Yes, s=ir,

-=- being asked of you?

Do you remember what you told those people in
Austin, Texas, as to how you.handled the business
of taking things from the Farm and Ranch Store
that you thowht you were entitled to?

Well, I just told them that sometimes I took --
No. excuse me, do you remember telling them?
Yes, sir,

Now, do you remember tellinpg them what you told
them as to the things you would take and how you
would take them from the Farm and Ranch Store
over the period of years?

Yes, sir.

Would you rell us please what you told them in
Austin?

Well, to the best that I can remember, I told
them that I could -- that I would take. let's
say the truck that I was driving to eo to work
and to go to the bank, they needed some spark
nlugs and I would get the spark nlugs and get
them in the truck or points or a battery.

All right.
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But that truck, you know, I used it for the -~
Excuse me, excuse me,

Okay.

But let me follow you a little bit., You would
take the spark plugs?

Yes., sir., Whatever -~

The points, the battery?

Yes, sir, whatever the truck --

You took gasoline?

Well, the gasoline =--

Or did you not? Did you take a can of gasoline
and put 1t In your truck or O. P, Carrillo's
gasoline and put it in your truck?

Ramiro gave me permission to get about ten gallons
of gas about once a month or whenever 1 needed 1t.
Isn't it true that you testified here before that
you took about ten gallons of gasoline per week?

I put it in the truck right there,

I understand, but you took about ten gallons a
week, not a month?

Not ten gallons a week, I couldn't use ten pallons
a week, I jut went to work.

Didn't you drive into San Diego, Texas, a lot,

gixteen miles?

No, sfir.
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Around Benavides?

Well, sometimes they send me to get parts in
Alice.

All rieght.

But that is in --

A1l right, did you take ten gallons of gasoline
a week or ten gallons a month?

Well, T don't -~

It isw to you, vyou don't remember what you told
them in Austin, do you?

I really don't, sir.

What do you want to tell this court as to how
many gallons of county gasoline you tonk either
a week or a month?

Well, just {f I -- if I -- let's say whenever I
was low on gas I would go and get ten gallons and
I would just run unt{l that last me.

All right, do vyou remember what you told them in
Austin, Texas., {n May of 1975 about the thines
you took from the Farm and Ranch Store over the
perind of time that you worked there?

Just the --

The 1ittle thinegs yvou saild you would tak {if you
needed them for your own use and that you took

them because you thought vou deserved 1t?
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Well, that truck belonged to the Farm and Ranch,

"that 1s what 1 --

You put pss in your own truck, didn't you?

It was not my truck, it was their truck.
Well, you st{1l have it, don't you?

Yes, sir.

Well, you consider {t your truck, don't you?
No, sir, I just -- .

Why do you have it?

It {s & jfunk. It is right there, {f they want
it, they can have it back right now.

All right, Mr., Gonzalez. When you talked to him
in Austin, vou admitted taking little things
frm the Farm and Ranch for your own personal use,
didn't you?

That is correct., sir.

And you sdmitted doing that over 8 period of
years, didn't you?

Well, yes.

Ever since you started working there. if you
needed somethine for your own personal use,
you took it. didn't you?

Yes, sir.

And you never made any mcord of 't, did you?

No, sir.

__toee

E;u -
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1 Q And you never told anybody about it, did you?
2 A Well, Ramiro pave me permission tn do it whenever
3 I needed something to get it, he gave me permis-
‘ sion.
§ Q Did you go to him each time?
8 A No, sir.
7 Q And say that you needed absttery?
8 A I didn't have m
s Q You didn't tell them anything at all in Austin
1o about Ramiro telling you you could taske things,
n vd*d you?
12 - 5 They didn't ask me.
13 Q The truth of it is whenever you -~ since you
H didn't get paid any from the Farm and Ranch, and
5 .you did work for them., you thought it was okay
18 | for you to take little things from the Farm and
17 'Ranch Store if you needed them, didn't you, and
18 you did, didn't you?
L R | d4, yes, stir,
% | 9 A1l right, now when we -~ counsel asked you about
a Mr., Couling, now, Mr, Couling, the man you went
L to work with in May of 1974 {s also the man from
B whom you are now buying your business, isn't he?
B A Yes, sir.

Q And when you went to work for Mr., Couling, were
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1 you also drawing your salary from the countyas

2 a welfare offfcer?

3 A That is correct, sir.

. ‘Q So, even after you left the Farm and Ranch Store
§ you were working for Couling aﬁd working for the
6 county at the same time. wefen’t you?

7 A Well, he loaned me his place for =. office.

8 Q Were you or not?

9 A Yes, sir.

lo Q All right, whether he loaned you his nlace or not,
I you were working for .Ir. Couling and you were

12 working for the county and you were taking a salary
n from the county, weren't you?

4 A Yes, sir,

15 Q A1l right, and the truth of it is the welfare

18 business that you were doing after you went to
n talk to Mr, Parr was something that you were

B already familiar with?

8 A That's correct, sir,

m, Q I mean you had been doing that and were familiar
2 with the protocol and could do the job, isn't

= that correct?

H-L.‘ A Well, I d1d part of it for Ramiro Carillo, yes.
x sir,

Bﬁ i Q During the period of time you had been assuming
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! the duties for Ramiro Carillo, ynu had taken care
2 of the welfare proeram, you had been able to func-;
? tion as a welfare of ficer even before you were one?
4 A No, sir, Ramiro was the one that was in charge.
5 Q You took care of ft. I think you said?
8 A Well, I just made out the forms.
? Q You made out the forms?
s A Yes.
s Q@ And you {ssued the chits and did so on and so
10 forth?
i A Did what?
12 Q Issued the papers. the documents to the merchants
13 so that they could collect their money from the
" county?
18 A Well, {f Ramiro would okay ft, yes.
18 Q Well, the truth of ft {s you were doing everything
17 then while you were working for the Farm and Ranch
1 that you were doing Iater'or that you were later
1 to do as a welfare office yourself so you didn't

have to re-earn the iob, in other words?

A That is correct yes, sir.

Q Now, working with Mr, Rudolfé Couling, Mr,
Gonzalez, you wre alsoc at the same place where
the water district {s now located?

i3 »A They got there -=- yes, sir, they got --

CHATHAM & ASSQOCIATES
COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE - GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTS, TEXAS 78401




S 87

10
1
12‘
13
14
15
17
18

19

21

]

> QO >

o

L - -

o0

That is rieht, there in Mr.Couling's store, and
your store, is veur store now?

Yes, sir, the merchandise is mine and the buitld-
ing is not.

The merchandise s yours?

Yes, sir.

The buildineg s Mr. Coulineg's?

Yes, =ir.

You are naying Mr. Couling for it?

Yes, sir.

And the water digtrict is rieht there in the
bnilding?

Yes, sir, they got their office there, yes, sir,
A1l right, and fn that same group, that is, of
associates who haneg out at Mr. Coulinp's nr who
use Mr, Couling's facilities and your facilities
as headaquarters, vou have Mr. Oscar Sanchez, he
is in and out of there, fan't he?

e worked for the water district, yes, sir.

You see him everv day, don't ynu?

Yes, sir,

We have Mr. Ruben Chapa?

Yeg, sir.

He is in and out of Mr, Couline's everv day becaus-=

he 1s a part of that water district?
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1 A Yes, sir,

2 Q We have Mr, Vincent Chapa?

3 A Yes, sir,

4 0 He 1s in and out of there, is he not?

5 A Yes, eir, |

6 Q Ve have Mr, Francisco Ruiz,Ahe is in and out

Y of there every day, is he not?

8 A Yes sir,

8 Q And again we have Mr. Rudolfo Couline, who up

10 until the time of the federal court was in and

n out of there a lot?

12 A No, sir, I never did see him in there.
13 Q You mean after you bought the store he didn't come
W ‘ in?

15 A Well, he just comes to buy something from me but
18 that is all. But he never stays there, he never
7 go out, in fact, I never see him in town, he is
" afraid, I puess.

¥l @ Every since he testified in the federal court?
B A Yes, sir.

2 Q Well, of course, vou are not sugpgesting that he
2% | is afraid that anything physically will occur to
5| him?

“‘ A W-11l, no, no, but I mean he didn't want to -- he
.ﬂ“,‘ ig afraid of he might be achamed of the people or

CHATHAN & ASSOCIATES
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Q All rieht. well. you know, as a matter of fact,
because you live in that community that Mr,
Couling had to admit that he took money from the
county to give to his girlfriend. Minerva Casas,
and so forth, that is one of the reasons?

A I don't know anything about that,

MR, ODAM: Your Honor, I obiect to
the relevancy of what Mr. Couling did.

THFE. MASTER: I sustain th objection

until he becown. s a witness.
MR, HAYNES: I withdraw ft.
THE MASTER: If he does.
Q Now, Mr. Rudolfo Chapa is also one of your collepue
in and out of the Benavides Implement and Hard-

ware Store?

A Yes, sir.

Q Also with the water district?

A Yes, sir.

Q One of the people who is a close associate of
yours is dav to day contact?

A Yes, sir,

Q And one of those people who iec alipned with you
and your political philosonhy, that is of the

peonle in Benavides or Duval County whoare tryinse

‘N
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to pull th: county troether?

That's corvect, eir,

In fact all of those people I have just named

are political associates of yours, that 18, peonle
in the community who are dedicated to the proposi-
tion of pulling that county Sack topether?

Well, we are all together, I mean we are not

political, I mean we are just friends, we work
together.

You are all politically active, aren't you?

No, sir, What -- on what basis, T mean?

Well, about the same basis you are on, you are
an election official,.

Election official?

Well, election judee, something of that sort,
aren't you active?

Well, what does that have to do with polities,

I mean --

Oh. all right. At any rate, all of these people
that T have mentioned are friends of yours?

They sure are, yes, sir,

You see them every day?

That's correct, sir.
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You have discussed thils case with varilous people
and talked about it to them?

I don't see why not.

Well, yes, or no?

Yes, sir,.

And you have talked about the case with them beforeL
too, before you came here today?

Well, we Just =~-

Yes or no?

Yes.

All right. And, o. ourse, all of these people

I just named are witnesses in these proceedings
we are concerned wlth here today?

They are involved somehow, otherwise they would
not be here.

And you know that too, don't you?

Yes.

And you have talked about 1t?

Yes,

And you have talked about 1t in a group, have you
not?

No, sir,

Just got off one by one?

Yes., We also laughed a lot.

You got it to going your way and the giggles are now
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on your side?
Ng sir.
At any rate, 1t 1s safe to say that these people
we Just named are in the same political camp,
you are all voting the same way, are you not?
I don't think so,.
You don't talk about that?
No, sir, If I want to help somebody, I help him
and if they want to help somebody, they dc¢, we
don't care.
Is Lt true that one ~f the reasons why Mr. Parr
wanted you to be iIn that welfare spot is because,
since you are the one that issues the chits that
permit the merchants to be paid and permits the
services in the county, it puts you ln a control
over the situation?

MR, ODAM: I object to the --

MR, HANES: It was a terrible question.

I will withdraw the question.

(By Mr. Hanes:) During the electlon, you did calil
people you served on the welfare rolls aid you
told them how to vote?
That is not true.
You have been accused of that, have you not?

Well-~-
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DidAn't eome lsady call you and say you ware fning
that? L
Yes, sir, |
And you were using the names of the people you were
giving welfare to and you were accused of that?
Yes, sir.

You sald you were not doing it?

I was not doing it.

All right, Now, when you were workling at the

Farm and Ranch over that long perlod of time, as

a ecounty employee «. ' as a Farm and Ranch semployee
without salary, the Farm and Ranch also had a
salaried employee, didn't they, at the time in
19737

Not that I know of,

Did you know a man by the name of Patricio
Gonzalez?

He was working for the county.

Was he also working for the Farm and Ranch?

He didn't do much work.

Was he or not?

He was not,

Have you ever said before he was?

He was there.

Have you ever sald before th2t he worked for fthe
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Farm and Reanch under oath?

What I meant was, he was there with me, but he
didn't do any work., He could not work, His job --
he was there with me. When I went out, he stayed
there. He had to be there because that was his
duty and it was just like me, I had to be there.
You are not answering my question, you are doing
a number on me,

Okay .

The truth of it is, that there was a man by the
name of Patricio Gon-=alez who worked in the store,
regardless of who paid him?

True, sir.

You have admitted that under oath?

I think I did.

Do you have any doubt about it?

N>, sir,

You know the man worked there, don't you?

He was there, yes, sir,

when you had to leave, he took your place?
Correct, sir.

So, whether he did the work properly or not, he
did work?

True.

He was there up until he died in 19737
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Correct, sir.,

So, you were not there all along workling for the

county and the Farm and Ranch, you had some nelp?

He was there, but he didn t work.

Does it hurt you to say he helped you?

He did.

The man 18 now dead?

Yes, he did help me.

He helped you a little bit?
Yes, sir,

At the time you fire* got your job in 1962, Mr.

Gonzalez, you went to see Mr, Parr, who was tnen

the county commissioner, and he got you the joo?

No, sir,
How did you first get your job?
Ramiro Carrillo called me and said he had a Jjob

for me.

Is 1t true that you went to see Mr. Parr and that

is how you got the Job?

Ng sir.

Mr. Ramiro Carrillo was not a commissioner at the

time you went to work, was he?

No, sir,

Now, during the period of time -- 1 think counsel

asked you about the time you went to work for the

SO I .1080 "

|
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Farm and Ranch Store and you were paid two twenty-

five a month?

Correct, sir,

And you earned that amount of money up until --
They kept on raising it a little blt.

YWhat was your highest salary you made at the tlme
you qult?

Five hundred dollars a month.

And during that same period of time, you were 2
married man, were you not?

Yes, slr, I was married when I started working.
And had three children?

Yes, sir,

And during that same period of time, bought
yourself some ranches, dldn't you?

Well, yes, sir.

Have you sald before you bought some ranches?
Yes, sir.

And dildn't you say before you had 80 acres?

I eve about 47 acres. That includes what I have
rented in all. 1In all, I have 30 acres I rented
from my relatives and mine is about 40 and that
18 close to 80 acres, yes, eir.

Thet Ls the size of your ranch you have purchased

gince you went to work ln 1962 as a married man wltj

\
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‘three children and went to work for two hundred 1
twenty-five dollars & month?
A Yes, sir., Can I explain?

THE MASTER: Yes.

THE WITNESS: The first piece of land I
bought was when my daddy passed away, He
left his insurance divided to three persons,
my sister and my mother and me. She gave me-r-
my mother gave me ~-- we were sugposed to get,
well, clo=s to $2,000 each but my sister and
I told my motr~r we would give her the money
and she could give us what she wanted to out
of it. She gave us $1,000, My daddy wanted
to have a plece of land, wanted me to, but
it was stolen by the Carrillos and 1t was
by that money that I bought this land with
this money. I can prove that.

The other piece of land I bought
from my other relatives and I bought it
from my uncles and I saved money and got
enough to buy & plece from one. I just
bought about 21 acres and I have been buylng

from them little by 1little, the best I can,

I sell calves and I save money, but that 1is

not stolen money. I got everything where you

I
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can see 1it,
You have all your records set up so they could
stand the closest scrutiny?
Well, they are there,.
You have indicated to thls Judge before and this
Court you have no hostility against this man,
0. P. Carrillo?
That is right, sir.
And when you were gilven a chance to explain how
you acquired your property, you could not resist
an opportunity to v."1l this Judge the Carrillos
had stolen a plece of land from your father?
I sald that because he accused me of stealing.
You are a vengeful man, aren't you?
Yes, sir,
And that 1s why we got into this, because you are
hot-tempered?
No, sir,
Calm and cool and collected, are you?
Yes, sir.
Why did you see fit to tell thls Judge that ln
your opinion this man here, or his family, stole
property from your father?
My daddy died with that thought.

Why did you tell that to the Judge?

CHACTOHAM & ASSO(;IATES
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I had to explain. E
Are you sayling that explained how you acquired
your property?
Yes, sir.

How did that have anything to do with how you

acquired your pronerty?

I told him that was what my father wanted: that
is what I meant, sir.
All right. I won't argue with you.
All right, Mr, Cleofus Gonzalez, ynu have just
accused the family, neople you say were friends
of your family, of theft,
I wish they had known what my daddy dled with in
his heart. It was what they did.
What 18 1t that you say he 41d that caused yon
such intense hostility against the Carrillo family?
What I just said here, I had to say, because you
asked me,
What do you say they dia?
They got this land from my daddy.
Stole your father's land?
Correct,
Who stole your father's land?
It 1s a long story.

Who do you say stole your father's land that

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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creates the basis for this hostility?

His mother and father did.

His mother and father?

Yes, sir.

You are talking about 0, P. Carrillo's mother and
father?

Yes, sir,

And that assumption on your part has created a
long=-time hstility in your mind, you have resented
that since the death of your father?

He didn't have anythi‘ng and I just brought it up.
I mean I had to explain i%.

You Just got through telling us you hoped your
father could hear about this and know --

I didn'¢ mention my father, I saild I wished his

parents would know this and get it called to thelr

‘attention., My father wanted to tell O, P,

Carrillo's mother why did she do this to him,

you know. It was a long story.

Your father always wanted to tell O. P, Carrillo's
mother why did you sell my property?

Yes,vyou see, when my father came with O, P,
Carrillo's mother and father, they were teaching
at my grandparents' ranch, like they used to do,

and they were kind of related, my father and his
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mother. "~ hen my daddy borrowed some money from
the Carrillos, because we had a funeral and he had !

to pay for it and they lcaned him $150, and when

. papers already made out and O, P.'s mother told

he came back from that funeral, they had these 1

my father that ls what he told my father, look --
When was this?
1930 something.

When you were a small boy?

I guess I was born. My father told me all of tihls
story.

Your father worked for the Carrillos up until the

1950's, mid~-'50's?

Yes, sir,

You are telling this court he had this hostillty
all this time?

No, 8ir, my father didn't hurt nobody, he was a
timid person,

THE MASTER: Mr. Hanes, you didn't
break in the 15 or 20 minutes you indicated
yesterday,

MR, HANES: I am near the conclusion.

THE MASTER: It is break time, 1f we
might.

MR. HANES: Yes, Your Honor, that might
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COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE « GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRIST), TEXAS 78401



10

11

12

13

144

15~

168

17

gy > o

T 2 r

O

v. You have no record to show what 1t was that you

. You did indicate you felt like you were entitled

permit me to speed it up.
(Short recess was taken.)

THE MASTER: All right. Let's continue
on the record. Y»ou may proceed.

(By Mr. Hanes:) Mr. Gonzalez, I believe cne of the
last things you sald prior to the recess was
that you have kept an account of all the expenditureL
you had in order to improve your own property,
your 80 acres?
Yes.
I gather, though, you did not keep a record as
to the items you took from the Farm and Ranch Store
when you were a non-salaried employee there?
Well =--

Just answer yes or no.

No.

took, wire or staples or posts or whatever?
I didn't take the wire,
You never did take any barbed wire?

No, sir,

to take these little things under five dollars?

For that trueck that belonged to the Farm and Ranch,
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that I was using as my personal truck.

You had the use of the truck?

Yes, I could use 1it.

And could you take 1t home with you?

Yas, sir,

And you used it to improve your ranch property?
Yes, sir.

You were getting something from the Farm and Rench
Store for helping themduring the day? 1Is that
correct?

Is that supposed to help me support my femily?
Well,you needed a truck to maintain your ranch?
I have my own truck, too.

Did you have your own truck at the time you were
using the Farm and Ranch truck?

Yes.

Why did you use the Farm and Ranch truck?

I just used it occasionally.

You had it on the weekends?

Yes, sir,

So yoﬁ had two trucks then?

Yes.

And you needed both of them?

Yes, sir,

So you were getting something from thls Farm and
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Ranch store for your contriution to the Farm and
Ranch Store as a sort of office manager and
salesman and do- t~all type person?

Yes, sir,

So 1t 18 not as though you got nothing from the
Farm and Ranch over that period of yeas, because
you d1d, and you didn't mean to imply you got
nothing for those years of effort?

Well, If you want toc say it that way, yes.

Well, you got the use of the truck?

Yes, sir,

And you received a gift of a cow now and then from

the Carrillos?

As a Christmas present, yes.

They gave it to you, dldn't they, and they didn't
glve those to everybody, did they?

Well, they gave 1t at Christmes,.

But 1t was compensation for your job there?

1 guess.

_ Well, there is no zuess about 1t, you got the cow

every Christmas, dldn't you?

.Not every Christmas.

.Didn't it help you build up your herd?

No, sir, one cow?

You got one cow?

3 .
—_— i
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One bull,

Bull, it was a bull?

It was an eight-month~o0ld calf.

You got other Christmas bonuses of some sort?
Yes, sir.

So it was not like you were compelled to steal
from the Farm and Ranch, because vou were getting
some compensation for your efforts in thelr
behalf?

Yes, sir.

Actually what you go* there is better than the
five percent you got from Mr, Couling when you
worked at the Benavides Implement and Hardware

when you were also a county employee?

" Yes, but if they had paid me five percent, I

would be & millionalre by now.

. You so0ld a lot of merchandlse, while working for

-~ Mr, Couling?

No, sir.

I see what you are saying is 1f you had been paid

five percent at the Farm end Ranch Store?

_;:Yes, sir.

80 you sought that as an opportunity to get back

'4jat the Farm and Ranch again?

URT REFORTERS
717 ANTELOPE = GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401

CHA'CI'glAM & ASSOCIATES



10
u
12
1
u
15

16

17

19

2

24

P

-3

o

H e o

5

Now, let's get back to the Benavides Impement
and Hardware. You received a lot more from the
Farm and Ranch than you received from the Hardware
when you were working there, didn't you?

I don't tHnk so.

You got filve percent on the commissions of items
you sold when you went to work for Mr, Couling?
Yes, sir.

How much have you made since 1974 from the
Benavides Implement and Hardware Store?

From May to Decembe- I reported on my income tax
$60Q

May to December, 1974, you made $602 commission?
More or 1less.

And that was five percent?

Yes, sir,

Now, was that paid to you by check or zash or
things you took from the Benavides Implement and
Hardware?

By check.

ng or several,

Several,

Did they represent commissions on sales to
gove;nmeptal agencles?

That is correct, sir.
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Sales to Duval County governmental agencies, yon
made sales to Duval County whie employad by Mr,
Couling and got five percent on those sales on
commissin?

MR. ODAM: We obJject to this line of

of the county and while working for the
Farm and Ranch Store.

I don't see the relevanecy of it
as to thls current employment.

THE MASTE? - What 1s the relevancy
concerning this employment with %the Couling
store?

MR, HANES: I don't know how we got
into that, except the witness steered me
that way.

I will move onto somethlng perhaps

relevant,

(By Mr, Hanes:) If I understand your testimony,
then, Mr, Gonzalez, the good fortune that you have
experienced since leaving the Farm and Ranch in
1974 has nothing to do with politics, but is simply
a matter of the personal frugality and acumen
in management, is that correct?

Yes, sir,

\
l
)
qQuestioning after he left the employment ‘
i
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Counsel asked you if you were subpoensed to appes
in San Antonlo, Austin and in Federal Court in
Corpus and your response was in the affirmative,
but 1s 1t true that after the time you quit the
Farm and Ranch Store that you voluntarily, wlthout
the benefit of a subpoena, had some conferences
with Internal Revenue Service agents?

Yes, well, yes.

Did you or not?

Yes. They were checking them.,

And you didn't require any subpoena to go to
Alice, Texas, after 5 o'clock in the afternoon and
have a long session with the Internal Revenue
agents, did you?

MR, ODAM: Your Honor, I object to the
relevancy ~-- this is not an IRS case,
perhaps this line of questioning was in the
case over in Federal Court, but I don't see
the relevancy here,

MR. HANES: 1If the Court please, 1
might respond.

THE MASTER: You don't need to. The
objection is overruled.

MR, HANES: All right.

THE MASTER: I assume it 1s again
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golng to bias and prejudice,
MR. HANES: It is, Your Honor.
You may answer that question, i’ you recall what
it was. Do you, do you remember what the question
was?
About what?
THE MASTER: About gojing tr Alice,
Texas, to visit with the IRS agents
voluntarily after 5 o'clock Ln the
afternoon. Generally, that was the question,
I think.
MR, HANES: That 1is correct.
Do you remember doing that?
Yes.
All right, You -- 1t didn't require any subpoena
for you to go over there and do that; daig it?
No, sir.
Just called you on the phone or they called yon
back and you went over there, right?
Well,they told me that if I -- if they wanted to
talk to me.
And you went over there without a subpoena, didn't
you?
1 didn't have a subpoena, that is right, sir.

All right. And you made whatever disclosures you
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could make that you thought might be detrimental

to 0. P, Carrillo?

MR. ODAM: Your Honor, I object to the
form of the question asked as t0 whether or
not it was detrimental or not detrimental
is leading in the worst form, whether or
not it was detrimental,

THE MASTER: I thought he had the right
to lead this witness, The objection is
overruled.

Isn't that correct, Mr. Gonzalez?

Will you ask me thet question again, sir?

Well, you went over to Alice, Texas, and had a
long conference with the Internal Revenue agents
after 5 in the evening, didn't you?

Well, they Jjust tell me -~

Well, did you, yes or no?

Yes.

All right, And as a matter of fact, according to
you, they have a recorder there and you told 1t
all into a tape recorder, didn't you?

Yes, sir.

Did they ever permit you to have a copy of that?
Do you have a copy of it now someplace so that we

might hear 1it?

-
|
!
|
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No, sir,
At that polnt in time, you told those people every-

thing bad that you could think of about O, P. ;
l

Carrillo, whether it was true or not, didn't you?
No, sir.

You didn't?

No, sir,

You held some things back or did you make a

full disclosure to them at that time of all of
these things you knew?

They had everything -ritten down, they were just
going ovér them, they had them all ready. Did

you do this -~ 1s your name Cleofus Gonzalez,

Just right now here they have everything, they

had everything written down, they were just asking
them over,

Of course, you had had some conferences with them
before that, hadn't you?

Well, a lot of IRS investigators went there and
they got notes and I guess they put them there
and they asked me then --

Well, don't guess about how this happened, please,
sir.

I am not>guessing. That is the way -- that 1s the

way it was done.
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All right. When did you go to Alice, Texas, after

5 and have your long conference with the IRS

people that was recordead?

I don't recall the date, sir.,

It was at a time, was it not, immediately after you
left the Farm and Ranch in 19747

I can't say yes or no to that question.

And 1t was at that tlme when you, yourself, were
concerned with the personal prospects for criminsl
prosecution by the IRS, were you not?

I dldn't understand vour question, sir,

All right. Weren't you concerned that you might
incriminate yourself when you talked to the IRS
and didn't you ask them about that?

No,I didn't ask them,

No, didn‘'t you ask the IRS if there might be some
chance you would incriminate yourslf? Don't you
remember telling the people in Austin that you
sald that?

I don't remember, sir.

Well, did you or not?

I don't remember,

Well, do you remember asking the IRS people if
you -~ what would happen to you 1f you

ineriminated yourself?
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I don't remember asking that. . l
And you don't remember saying that at Austin?
No, sir, probably I said it, but I don't remeamber
that is what I am --
ell, why would you have sald it in May of 19757
MR. ODAM: Well, Your Honor --
-~ 1f you don't remember?

MR. ODAM: Your H.nor, I do not mean o
continually interrupt, I can see the Court's
ruling on the relevancy on blas and
prejudice, but if this man did in fact talk
to the IRS agents and if he in fact asked
them about whether or not the statements
would be incriminating, I don't see the
relevancy to that to even the matter of bias
and prejudice.

THE MASTER: I think if the last
question were re-read, Mr. Hanes, you would
vwitndraw it.

MR. HANES: All right, Your Honor.

THE MASTER: If you don't belleve me,

I will ask him to re-read it.
MR. HANES: I was not satlsfied with it

myself, Your Honor. Let me ask 1t again

from the book,
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Q Let me get back to this, Mr. Gonzalez, in addlti.n

|
to having some long-time hostility against the 5
Carrillos for stealing your family's land, you

were concerned after you quit working at Precinct
3, and for the Carrillos, with the possibility

that the Internal Revenue people might prosecute
you for something you had done or that they had
thought you had done, isn't %that true?

No, sir.

Well didn't you -- do you recall testifying in
Austin, Texas, on th~ 20th of May, 1975? Do you
recall telling the members of the House Committee
that you asked the Internal Revenue people, "What
would happen if I incriminated myself?” Do you
remember that?

I just told you I didn't remember that, sir:
probably I -~

Do you remember saying that to the Internal Revenue

people at that time you were getting over into --

Have you suffered some serious head injury or
something that causs your memory to be --

Just the question you are asking me right now,
Well, surely you remember if at anv time you were

ever concerned with the possiblility that the
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Internal Revenue might prosecute you?

MR. ODAM: Your Honor, I object, I
reurge the --

THE MASTER: 1 don't see the relevancy
of any bias or prejudice issue or any other
issue whether or not he might be subject
to prosecution, If you can explain it to
me, I will be happy to have it explained
to me.

MR. HANES: All right, Your Honor.

Our position i~ that he did have such a
-concern and that he was advised by the
Revenue people that he would have nothing
_to worry about so he has in effect a double
motive; that is, 1If he cooperates with the
IRS, he would not be personally prosecuted
plus the fact that he had some personal
hostility and animoslty against the
Carrillos for these various other reasons,

THE MASTER: 1 do not see the relevancy

of the first aspect that is 1f he was
- granted some sort of an informal immunity.
The last, of course, you have -~
MR, HANES: I have developed that,

THE MASTER: You have developed that,
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would refer to the questions and answers
located on page 147 of volume one of the
transcript of proceedings before the House,
Your Honor, beginning at line 16, as a part
of the record that has been by the ruling
of the Court excluded.

THE MASTER: Now, I have not heard 1t,
I can't accept that.

MR. HANES: I am sorry.

THE MASTEF- I don't know, when you
make a bill, I am frequently one who changes
his mind on the bill,

MR. HANES: All right, Your Honor.

THE MASTER: I Just have to hear it.

MR. HANES: May I make this, then, for
the purposes of the record?

THE MASTER: Yes, sir.

MR, HANES: May I approach the witness?

THE MASTER: Yes, sir.

MR. ODPAM: 1Is it my understanding,
Your Honor, that Mr, Hanes ls offering this
for the purposes of the bill of exceptions?

THE MASTER: That is correct,

MR, HANES: Yes, sir.

|
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THE MASTER: And after 1t has been
developed, I may admit it,

(By Mr. Hanes:) You have indicated, Mr. Gonzalez,
that jou don't remember what you sald in May about
whether you had ever concerned yourself with
belng -~ saying something incriminating to the IRS?
Corret, sir,
Do you remember this question belng asked of you
at page 147, "At that time that you had your
conversations with the IRS agents, did they tell
you that anything thot you might tell them might
be held agalnst you?"

Do you remember that question being asked of
you in Austin in May of 1975 and -- did I read
that accurately?

I really don't, sir.

Did I read that accurately from page 147 of the
transcript?

Yes, sir. I don't remember but things -- let me --
All right,.

-- let me tell you somethlng, 1t was the first
time I have ever been testifying.

No, 1t wasn't, you had already been %0 San Antonlo,
hadn't you?

Well, yes, I mean --
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It wasn't the first time you testified, was 1t?
Okay.

All right,

Yes, sir.

You testified before, hadnt't you?

Yes, sir,

All right. And then you tell them there beginning
at line 16 on page 147, "Well, they said if I sald
tne truth that nothing ~- I asked them that, yes,
I told them what will happen 1f I incriminate
myself, they sald nothing will happen to you, Just
saying the truth, nothing but the truth, that 1s
what they told me." Now, is that the response you
gave?! Do you remember it now?

No, sir,

But you did say that 1f I read it accurately?

If it is there, I did, sir.

All right,

But I don't remember it, really. I am telling
you the truth, I don't remember it.

Does that serve to make you remember now that you
did have some concern at one time that you might
be ineriminated by the IRS?

I wanted to protect myself,

Well, do you remember, now, that you wanted to
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protect yourselr?

Sure,

Does that cause you to remember?

Sure,

dkay.,

I Just wanted to --

S0 you were cooperating at that point in time with
the Internal Revenue because you knew at that point
in time they were investigating 0, P, Carrillo,
isn't that correct?

Well, sure.‘

All right. And, so, you are really killing two
birds with one store, weren't you, because 1f you
get rid of 0, P, Carrillo, then the people that
you were politically allied with wouid be in the
superior position in Duval County and O, P.‘
Carrillo would be fraught with the problems of
the Internal Revenue and hig other investigatior®
That is not so.

You understand exactly what I am saying?

Yes, sir.

All right.

But that i1s not the way I -~

All right. And you knew -~

I went Tor some other reasons over there.
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What about your other reasons for golng over there?
Well, that I was seeing that he was doing a lot of
things wrong.

Of course, you had been there since 1962, hadn't
you?

Yes.

Are you saying that all of a sudd=2n you began to
see things that were being dcne wrong and that Lls
why you went to the IRS?

I saw them, they were wrong since I started, but

I couldn't do a thi._ about it, sir,

What caused you to be able to do something about
it when you went over and Jjolned the Parr éamp?
No, I mean I didn't -- who could we go to; I mean--
Well, who could you go to after you joined the
Parr camp?

I never Joined the Parr camp, I did it for my own.
Now, walt a minute.

No, I'm not --

Mr.Gonzalez, you quit because you had an argument
with O, P. Carrillo about not paying for the auto
parts thing? '
That is not --

Ien't that what you told that lawyer?

That is not so. That is not so because I was not
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' authority, had you?

working far O, P. Carrillo.

That 13 why you walked off that day and didn't
come back, isn't 1t?

Sure, I_didn't have no business there, I was not
working. I wasn't getting paid from the Farm and
Ranch Supply, why should I be there taking some
crap from him.

Why should you be there and taoke some crap from hlj?
Yes.

All right., That was exactly your feeling and you
didn't, you walked off,didn't you?

Yes, sure. Well =--

Up to that point in time, though, you hadn't seen
fit to go and report any of that, of any of what

you thought to be wrongdolngs to anybody in

Before that?

Yes, you hadn't told a living soul on God's earth
that you thought anything was going wrong at the
Farm and Ranch Store, did you?

MR, ODAM: Your Honor, I would object
to being argumentative but I understand
until the Master indicates otherwlse that
we are still on the bill of exception and

I will just let all of this go in for
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purposes of posterlty.
THE MASTER: I am not sure we are still
on the bill, are we, Mr. Hwes?
MR, HANES: Technically, I think he 1s
accurate., When I asked him a question about
‘page 147, that was the end of that.
THE MASTER: I believe that is correct,
MR.HANES: I didn't hear anything from
the Court.
THE MASTER: But I do believe this is
repetitious. ‘
MR.HANES: All right, Your Honor,
Now, the trith of it is, Mr, Cleofus Gonzalez,
that during the period of time when you in fact
worked at the Farm and Ranch Store, that Judge
Carrillo was very seldom there?
He was there.
But seldom he wasn't there every day, was he?
Not every day but --
He wasn't even in there every week, was he?

He probably went once every week in there.

You say probably went, the truth of it is, and

didn't you say Mr. Gonzalez that he came there
perhaps once a month? Do you remember saying

that, now did you or not?
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I don't remember,

Okay. Well, did he come there once a month or

once a week?

He went there once a week,.

411 right. Now, you want to say once a week?

Yes, sir.

And he didn't have anything to do -- 4o you want to
stick to that once a week?

Yes, Sir.

And you remember that during the entire time you
were there, that Ju”-e Carrillo -- 0. P. _arrillo
would come in once a week?

Yes, sir.

Which day, generally, Monday, Friday,Wednesday?

I cant't say what day.

All right.

But he was there.

In the afternoon, morning?

I can't say when.

== nighttime?

He was there.

You remember seeing him, though, once a Qeek withou
fail?

That's right, sir.

The truth of 1t is, that Ramiro Carrillo ran the
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Farm and Ranch Store, did he not?

That 's correct, sir.

And he was there every day, wasn't he?

He was there, sir, yes, sir.

You got your instructions on the running of the
Farm and Ranch Store from Ramiro Carrillo, didn‘'t
you?

That's correct, sir.

You got your instructions on how to handle the
other county business from Ramiro Carrillo,
didn't you?

That's correct.

Mr. Ramiro Carrillo instructed you in all of your
activities there whlle you were at the Farm and
Ranch Store?

That's correct, sir.

And according to you, you didn't move a peg until
you checked with Ramiro Carrillo to find out if it
was okay with him, ls that right? '
That's correct, sir,

And people came in with their welfare things, you
would check. with Ramiro Carrillo?

That's correct, sir,

Not 0, P. Carrillo?

Yes, sir.
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Ramiro Carrillo ran that whole show wilth the welfar%
checks and with the county? ‘
That's correct, sir.
And he ran the Farm and Ranch Store?
That's correct, sir.
All the things you did, you did first by checking
with Ramiro Carrillo?
That's correct.
And you didn't check with this man, 0. P.
Carrlllo, on how to run the Farm and Ranch 8tore,
did you?

No, because -~-

- A1l right, and you didn't check with 0, P.
" Carrillo on how to run the welfare work that you

were doing while you were at the Farm and Ranch

Store, did you?
No, sir,
You éhecked with Ramiro, didn't yéu?
Yes, sir.
All right.
MR. HANES: I ¢think that's all the
guestions i have, Your Honor, I pass the

witness.
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RE-EXAMINATION

BY MR, ODAM:

Mr. Gonzalez, I beliave on recmss-examination by
Mr. Hanes, that you stated somethlng of the
effect before the break about an hour ago thaf
you would, on a regular basis, take ten gallons
a week?

Well, I didn't take them a week, sir, just as I
needed it, you see, sometimes --

Now where was this t~ gallons taken from?
First, we had to get some gasoline there at the
yard that belonged to the county. It was county
gasoline,

All right. The gasoline that was taken, we will
ask some dquestions about 1it, that was gaoline
that belonged to the County of Duval?

Yes, sir.

Now, once the gasoline was teken out of the Duval
County pump, was this in the -- was this in the
what, the equipment yard?

Yes, 8ir, yes, sir, where --

It was taken out of a pump into what truck was
that gasoline put?

The Parm and Ranch truck,
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Q@ It was put lnto a Fa»m and Ranch truck, I believe

Q@ And who -- to whom did the Farm and Ranch truck
belong?
A "~ To Ramiro Carrillo and O, P, Carrillo.

MR. HANES: We are going to object
unless he knows of something other than
hearsay basis as to the ownershlpof that
truck. He is driving it and i1s now contending
it belongs to both of them,

THE MASTER: I sustaln the objection.

MR, ODAM: I will reword the question.

you testified to?

A Yes,sir.

Q@ And I believe your earller testimony was when
we first started out today, that something about
the ownership of the Farm and Ranch Store. Now,
let me ask you this: Do you have personal
knowledge as to whom the Farm and Ranch Store
belonged to?

A Yes, sir,

Q_ And to whom, to your own personal knowledge, did
the Farm.&and Ranch Store belong to?

A To Ramiro Carrillo and O, P. Carrillo.

Q And what is the basls for your testimony to this

Court that the Farm and Ranch Store belongsed to
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" Was the truck marked?

‘What type of truck was 1it?

Ramiro and 0. P. Carrillo? 1In other words, how do
you know it belonged to them?

Well, I had thé license, the store license there,
and I made that sales tax return every three months
and it says --

And who --

It says they're owners, O, P. Carrillo and Ramiro
Carrillo.

And who instructed you to f11l1 out the license?
Mr., Ramiro Carrillo.

Okay. And so you w:' 'd get the store license and
wvhat other documente?

I filled out those tax sales returns.

All right. And so the truck that the gasoline
went Into be longed to the --

Farm and Ranch Supply.
No, sir.

It is a '68 Chevrolet.

All right. Now, how often, is it your testlmony,
that you would put the county gasoline into the
Farm and Ranch truck?

Weli, sometimes once a week and that would last me

for about three or four days or maybe & week Or so.
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It all depends on how many trips I have to make
out. Sometimes I had to go out --
Is it your testimony, then, that the frequency

that you did it wes just how often that you needed

gasoline?

That's correct, sir,

And so whenever you needed gasolin-, you gof it
out of the county pump?

Yes, sir, I used to put ten gallons all the iime,
Just ten gallcens.

And why did you put (. ten gallons of gas in the
truck? Were you instructed to do so?

That 1s what Ramiro told me to do.

Ramiro Carrillo?

Yes, sir.

Told you to put county gasoline in 1t?

Yes, slir.

Now, when you put this county gasoline in the Farm
and Ranch Store truck, was that -- when d4id you--
what year did you begin doing that?

Probably '68.

19687

Yes, sir,

Because that 1s when you had the truck?

Yes, sir,
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Prior to --

Well, no, I got the truck later, but I mean I had
another truck that belonged to them, an old truck,
you see,

But put gasoline in that, also?

That's right, i1t was a panel truck, a 1959 panel
truck.

Prior to 1968, did you put county gasoline 1in the
old penel truck?

No,sir,

So, you started in =s- 19687

Yes, sir.

And from 1968 until when, did you put the county
gasoline in the Farm and Ranch truck?

Well, they stopped bringing gasoline to the county
yard and I had to go to the filling station, I
used to zet gas from that Gulf service station or
from that Humble service statibn.

And when did they stop bringing gasoline to the
county yard?

I don't remember, sir.

Would that be 1n 19697

No, it was in the '70's, probably --

1971, 72?7

About 72 or 73,
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What 1s your basis for saying it was 1972 or 19731
I don't get you right, you mean -~

~hy do you say it was probably in 19727

Well, it was not very long when I qult working
there at the Farm and Ranch, you know.

You quit working in 19747

In '7H, yes, but let's say they quit bringing in
gasoline about a year before that,

Okay. In 1973?

Yes, sir, I guess.

50 when they stopped "~ ~inglng the gasoline, you
stopped putting it in the county -- putting 1n
county gasoline?

Ramlro told me to go to that Humble or Gulf
service atatlon and used to get gasoline there
whenever I needed some, sign 1t Duval County, and
I slgned my name on 1it,

Did 0.P. Carrillo ever ingtruect you to put the
county gasoline in?

In my truck?

In the Farm and Ranch Store truck?

N>, sir,

This truck Mr. Hanes asked you about that you =--
he sald that you used in your personsl buslness,

was the Farm and Ranch Store truck used for the
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business of the Farm and Ranch Store?.

Yes, éir.

Would you drive to San Diego in the truek for the
Farm and Ranch Store?

Yes, sir, I had to go to make deposits and all of
that,

Did you go to any other cities other than over

to San Diego?

Alice,

How far 1s San Dlego from Benavides?

16 miles.

How far is Alice from Benavides?

24,

Anywhere other than San Diego or Alice?
Sometimes I came over to Corpus Christi to plck
up some merchandise,

And when you would go out, let's say on the road,
let's say Corpus Christi, d1d you have occasion to
put gasoline in the truck then?

Right there in the yard?

N:, say when you would say go to Corpus Christi,
when you had to reflll the tank?

Sometimes if I needed some, I put out of my own
pocket a dollar or two, yes.

And when you were out and you would get L1t from

|
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somewhere other than the county yard, where did you
get the money to put in the gasoline?

From my pocket,

And when y»Hu started getting the gasoline at the
Gulf staticn there in Benavides after the county
no longer provided the gasaoline, where did you get
the money %50 buy the gas then?

From mysel™, my own money,

When you want to the Gulf station, did Ramiro
Carrillo give you any instructions about whether
or not to tharge th> county for that gasoline?
Yes, sir, He told me Just to go in any filling
station you wént to and get 10 gallons of gasoline.
Well, how would that work when you would go to &
Gulf statiosn, would you tell whoever had =--

I would just go there and tell them I needed -~
glve me ten gallons of gas and I would go in and
tell them to make out a ticket to precinet number
tﬁree in cire of Ramiro Carrillo and I would sign
1t and 1if I had to make a trip, I would write
trip -- if I had to meke a long trip, a trip to
Corpus or 3omething like that.

S0, you would make out this =-- and charge -- when
you were making & long trip 1in the Farh and Ranch

Store truck, you would write 1t out?
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Yes, slir.

And charge 1t to the county?

Yes, sir.

Now, Mr. Hanes asked you about an employee of the

county by the name of Patricilo Garza -~ correction,

Patricio Gonzalez?

Yes, sir,

Patriclo Gonzalez, am I right on hls name?

Yes, sir.

Is he alive now?

No, slr, he is decea ‘d.

When did he die?

Probably in '73, I guess,or -- I don't remember
sir, really the date.

Was he employed by the county?

Yes, sir,

What 1ls yotr basis for saylng he was employed
by the courty?

Well, he used to fill up the truck with gas and
glve them oll and sometimes when I was not there
he did what I am supposed to do,.

So he worked there in the warehouse with you?
Yes, sir,

He was the county ~- was he a warehouseman?

Yes,sir,
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Like you were?

Yes, sir.

And I believe Mr. Hanes asked you a number of
questions about whether or not he did work for
Farm and 3ianch Store. Did Mr. Patricio Gonzalsz
ever do any work for the Farm and Ranch Store?
Well, I think -- yes, I mean he ..d some, since
he was there. I mean he helped we out a little
when I was not there he Just stayed there, I
mean probably that is what he meant by workling
there., You call tlet work, because when I was
not there, he took over,

In other words, you were not at the Farm and
Ranch Store doing the work, whatever work that
he did or whatever work was done, he did for the
Farm and Ranch 3tore?

Yes, sir.

|
\
\
|

=
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Are you hesitant to characterize it as work because
Mr. Gonzalez didn't do a whole lot of work?

Yes, sir, that is right.

And you didn't want to say that about him.

He was a8 good friend of mine.

My dquestion is to you whether or not Mr. Patricio
Gonzalez did any work for the Far. and Ranch Store.

Yes, he stayed there when I vas not there.

. Did he do any work while he was a county employee

at the store? When did he began to work for the
county government, i. the best of your knowledge?
About 68 or 67,
And he worked right on up until about 737
Yes, sir,
Was he working there in 1971?
Yes, sir.
727
Yes, sir,
What was the cause of his death?
Heart attack,
DQ you know of yourown knowledge how much Mr.
Gonzalez was paid by the county, was 1t the same
as you started out with, two twenty-five?
MR, HAYNES: That would be harsay.

THE MASTER: Sustained.
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Now, Mr, Haynee asked you on recrossexamination

about that you got a raise when you went to work
for the county as a welfare officer.

Yes, sir.

To what salary did you get a raise to?

I was getting four hundred dollars end I told
Archer I needed a raise, because av family was
growing,

You gnt four hundred dollars?

I was getting four hundred dollars and they gave
me a raise to five huandred,

Were you a warehouseman at the county at four
hundred dollar salary?

Yes, sir.

And you got a raise to what?

Five hundred.

So the ncrease you got was not from two twenty-five
vp to five hundred?

No, sir, it kept on adding.

Mr, Haynes has made some comments about your
stealing from the Farm and Ranch Store. I take
it from your nrevious testimony that you did not
steal from the Farm and Ranch Store?

I didn't intend to, sir, I didn't have to. 1

mean, I didn't have to stesl to make my Hving,
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On re-cross, he also asked you a number of ques-
tions sbout the statements you made to the Master
about the allegation that someone stole your
father's proverty, aoparently this man's father.

I hated to‘get intn that, but I was forced Into it.
Are you here testifying tod&y out of vengence tn
0. P, Carrillo for somethimhis father did?

No, sir, I had forgotten about that, It was
broueht out here because I had to.

And you are not here testifying pursuant to this
subpoena because of _hat comment that you offered?
No, sir, that doesn't have nothing to do a darn
thineg with it.

Are you here seeking revenge against O, P.
Carrillo for something his father did years ago?
No, sir.

Did Judge Carrillo ~- I know you testified Mr,
Ramiro Camillo instructed you to do certain things
and you testified Judge Carrillo occasionally came
out to the Farm and Ranch Store. Did Juke
Carrillo instruct you to do something?

Yes,

What?

To order somethiig or send somebody to his ranch,

workers that worked with the county or something

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE - GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTY, TEXAS 78401




1124

1

12

4

15

18

17

19

2l

L]

>

> QO

O >

o]

1ike that,
Mr, Haynes has, as I think Mr. Mitchell satd,
ooened the door on somethine about hauling grain.
I will refer you back to that testimony you
zave about hauling grain, It‘is your prior tes-
timony that you telenhoned fhe proper authorities
at the DPS because yoﬁ observed -

MR, HAYNES: Object to the questiom in
it's form. It {s assuming facts that are
disputed. : ‘

MR, ODAM: I will rephrase.

Did you call the DPS?

Yes, I did.

Why d1d you call them?

Like I safd the other day, because it burned me
un that some noor people were tryine to fix up
thefr trucks to make money for their l1iving and
here comes the county trucks hauling grain,
Well, the tnck was not owned by the Judege?

No, sir, just the grain,

Who was driving the truck?

I don't recall,

Whose grain was in the truck?

0. P, Carrille's.

How do you know that?
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I found out ft was coming from the Borjas Ranch
where he planted grain.

From whom did you acqufre that information?

In fact, I was working for the Farm and Ranch
Store.

MR, HAYNES: 'Thaf answer is not respon-
sive,

THE MASTER: The question was, in
effect or in substance, was what was the
source of your information that the grain
came from the lorjas Ranch. was that your
question?

MR, ODAM: Yes, sir.

THE WITNESS: I knew {t was coming
from there, We go through that road te
rabbit hunt and we knew the combines were
working there and we saw them the day before.

The person driving the truck., was that an employee
of the Borjas Ranch?

No, it was an employee of the county,

Now, it was a county enmployee driving a county
truck?

Yes, sir,

And it 18 your testimony it was hauling Judge

Carrillo's grain”?
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A

Yes, sir.

Q@ VWhere was the grain being taken?

A

>

L0 O

Alice Elevator,

MR, HAYNES: We object to that as
being hearsay. For all this witness knows,
it could have been—going to Russia,

THE MASTER: I think he meant the
immediate distribution.

MR, HAYNES: Well, we do object to
that,

THE MASTZ "¢+ Well, that is going to
be his next question, I believe.

MR, ODAM: Yes, sir.

(By Mr. Odam:) Mr., Haynes has asked you how you
knew that 1t was going to the Alice Elevator
instead of Russia. What is the basis for your
statement on that?

It so happened that we asked somebody.

Who is we that asked somebody?

Me and Ruben.

You and Ruben Chapa?

Yes.

You asked somebody?

Yes, one of the boys on the combine.

On the Borjas Ranch?
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Yes,

Who was that boy?

Ropgelio Sanchez.

Is he an employee of the ranch?

Of the county. He 13 a county employee,
He is a county employee? |

Yes, sir.

Combining on the Borjas Ranch?

Yes, -

Was this during a week day?

What is his job with the county?

Well, he is a tractor operator.

THE MASTER: Well, now, there was an

objection unless the basis of the knowledge

was shown to be other than hearssy, the
testimony that the grain was going to the

Alice Elevator -- wéil, the objéction is

sustained.

Did you go out to the Borias Ranch and talk to

Rogelio Sanchez?

No, sir,.

Did you at any time talk with Rogelio Sanchez

about the grain that was combined cut there?

No, sir.
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A I don't remember the date, sir, but it was sometim#

(By Mr, Odam:) When did you observe this county

Your testimony was --

MR, HAYNES: That would be {mproper
basis,

MR, ODPAM: I will rephrése the ques=~
tion, |

Do you know Rogelio Sanchezé

Yes, sir,

Did you have nccasion to talk with him about the
grain being combined out there?

Yes, sir,

To the best of your own personal knowledge, was
Rogelio combining the grain on the Borjas Ranch?
Yes, sir,.

MR, HAYNES: We object to it, that is,
he had not himself visited the ranch and had
not seen Mr., Saenz on the ranch,

THE MASTER: I will ask, Mr., Odam --
Obviously Mr, Sanchez told him that and {f
you are offering that to the truth, it is
not admissible.

MR, ODAM: All right, sir,

truck with a county employee with some grain in

it going by and you called the DPS?
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when they were harvesting grafn,

What year was it {n?

Probably a year aco, I pguess, maybe two years,
Where wre you working at that time?

We were standing out in front of Benavides Imple-

ment .,

So you were not a warehouseman at that time any
more?

No, sir,

You were standing {n front of the Benavides Imple-

ment ?

Yes, sir.

You say 8 year ago?

A year or two agon,

737

74, 1 guess.

Was {t after the time you left being a county
warehouseman?

I think so.

Was it since 717

Well, they had bem hauling grain and I can't tell
vyou how far back.

Well, ww it since 71 that you saw that truck that
Mr. Haynes asked you about?

I think -- this vartfcular time that I called the

—
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DPS ?
Yes,
It was probably 74,
Have you ever seen thst truck that you talked
dout again since that time?
Yes, sir.
And where did you see that truck? .
It is in the county yard.
Mr. Haynegs also asked you questions atout getting
a bull from 0. P, Carrilio?
No. Ramiro Gxrillo,
Okay. Was it your understanding that this was
your compensation for working at the Farm and
Ranch Store?
No: that was at Christmas. He sad, ﬁhat do you
want for Christmas, and he said I have two good
calves, and he said if youwant one, I will give
you one for Christmas. I said sure, I will take
one. That same day I told my boys and we went
out and picked it up and told his ranchhand that
was my bull that Ramiro had given it to me for
Christmas.
So you wefe still a county warehouseman at that
time?

Yes, sir.
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Q Was it your understanding at the time that your
compensation for working at the Farm and Ranch
Store was to be paid by taking these handfuls
of nails from time to time?

A No. sir,

MR, ODAM: Pass fhe witness.

RE-EXAMINAT ION

BY MR, HAYNES:

Q Mr. Gonzalez, i1s it not so that a beefmaster

calf is worth about five hundred dollars?

A If you get a good kind,
Q Well, you got a good one, didn't you?
A Well, it was not pure.

Q But naturally, you took the best one,.
A  Sure,

Sure -~ well, T am not faulting you for that,

> O

Okay.

Q Do you recall teatifying in Austin in May, 1975,
just geveral months ago, that yoﬁ got ten gallons
of‘gasoltne a2 week from the county pump and put

it in your car or your trucl aud their truck?
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I never put it in my car, sir.
Did you say that?
I don't remember, sir

MR, HAYNES: May I approach the wit-
ness? |
THE MASTER: 'Yes! sir,

Papge 117, Volume 1, let me show you here and see
if this stimulates your memoc-.

Line 21, pape 117, "Did you ever do ft,
did you fill your pickup up with gasoline?
Answer: Yes, sir. (Question: They used to fur-
nish -- Answer: I did, I used my own truck and
thelrs., I used it to do county work, Mr,
Carrillo gave me about ten gallons a week. Ques-
tion: From the county pump? Answer: Yes, sir,"

Did you say that under oath?
You mentioned my car and it doesn't say my car,
my truck,
Well, your truck?
I said it was mine, because I drove it all the
time.
Did you say I used my own truck and theirs?
Yes, sir.

Did you say that?

‘Yes. sir. 1 camein my owr truck to Corpus.

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES

COURT REFPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE « GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRIST), TEXAS 78401




10

11

12

1

15

16
17
18

24

25

fo]

» O > 0

>

o

So you ot ten gallons of gasoline a week?

Yes, to get eauiovment for the county and.I have

something to nrove it.
You have writing to show that?
Yes, sir,
Do you have any writing to §hnw those things
you picked up when you picked th-m up in the Farm
and Ranch truck?
Yes,

Where did you put that down?
T have a little book Jor important things I write
down,
Now, vou have seen this, you rememher that =--
You said my car. I never put gas in my car.
You put {t in the truck?
I was nickine up varts for the county, T didn't
zet naid nothine for the wear and tear on the
truck. I was making them a faver,
Who were you making a fa#or for, nlease, sir?
The county people, but ndt charging them for the
use of my truck. I could turn it in for rental.
But ynu didn't do that?
No. sir.
You just took their gasoline?

Yes, the gasoline,
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MR, ODAM: 1 object tn this line of
avestionine., I don't believe Mr. Cleofus
Conzaler is the subiect of our examination.

THF MASTFR: 1 take it this {s the
end of this line?

MR, HAYNES: It is, Your Henor.

(Ky Mr, Haynes:) You have indi~r:ced. Mr. GConzalez,
rhat you pot off into the arra nf testifyine
acatner 0, F, Carrillo bhecause you wer~ suhpoenaed
and for ro other resson and alsn when youn called
the IP5, it was because you were outraped at the
fact that a noor person could not ret an inspetion
sticker and 2. P. Carrillo used the county trucks’
Yea, <sir,

Bur the truth of it ts, in pare 149 1l1ine 10

dfd vou not tell those neople in Aust ' n that the
rrasna you were testifyine apainsc O, P, Carrillo
was 1tecauce some of vour friends had heen fired?
e, =ir,

Do ynu deny that’

Yeg, sir,

Do you deny telling that to rhe neople in Austin?
[ rvink 1 did, sir,

Nid yn or not”

i do 't remember.
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Then you wee asked, "Are you civine this testi-

mony because of what 1s happening now, that some

"peonle have been removed from office and people

losing jobs, {s that why you are testifying and
you answered, cthat 18 correct, sir."
Do you remember your answer in May?
, sir,
What would it be tnday if I usked you tht same
question?
That s what I would do.
Maybe is what vou sa.J then?

Yes,

.Well, yes orno, your answer was yes?

Yes, sir.

You were testifying because the judege was gettine

rid of neonle vou had elected?
Yes, sir,
And you were trying to make a problem for the
iudee, because you thought a bunch of your people
wer~ being fffed from their county jobs?
That 1= not true.
Why did you say that under oath in Austin?
That s the way I understood it then.
Now it is different?

Yes, sir.

1
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Te it sart nf vour nroeram tn understand a aueec-
tion as it suits vour nurpoce”’
MR, O%AM:  Your Honer --
MR, YAYNES: T withdraw ft. it is
argumentative.
T have nn further gquestions of this

witness,

RE-n, . MINATTION

BY M=, ODAM:

2

My, Gonzalez, I have two questions. Number one,
I shaw you the vnlume from which Mr. Haynes was
readne st pace 149 abaut some peonle that lasrt
jebs. Ie that your testimony and your answers
that he was reading there?

Yes. =ir,

In the naxt paece., 150, the questinn was put to

vou, "The reason is that he caused a lot of nenple

to be rrmowved from office and iohs.'" And your

answer was, 'Not tecause". so 1 said, "Yes, other

reasons?”" And you sald, "Yes., sir."

Ves, that is what I meant, vesz, sir,

1]?z+

\
1

|
t
i
|
l
1
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When you worked at the Farm and Ranch Stom with
0. P. and Ramiro Carrillo, did you have occasion

to waft on customers at the Farm and Ranch Stor?

Yes, air,

Did vou do that all day?

Yes, sir.

Did you hae occaston to fill out receints or
invelces?

Yes, siy,

Did vou have nccasion to take in cash?

For my nersonal usev

No, sir, for merchandise you sold”?

Yes, air,

"Lid you have occasion tn order suoplies.to restock
the inventory?

Yes,

Did you have occasion to deal with sslesmen that
came in?

Yes, sir,

And when you were working at the Farm and Ranch

Store, did you ever gather un the receipts at the

end of the vyear?

Did vou ever total these recripts toa fi11 out the

cales tav forms?
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Did you ever make denosfts for the store at the

Did anyone else ever do any nf these functions

for the Farm and Ranch Store?

0. P. and Ramiro Carrillo.

MR, ODAM: I pass the witness,

RE-EXAMINATION

Is it your testimonv, Mr, Gonzalez, since the
time ¢, P, Carrillo has become a judge he has
warked 1n the store and waited on peopnle?

Since he was a judere?

Sold poods at the Farm and Ranch Store?

A Yes, sir,
Q
bank?
A Yes, eir,
o]
A I guess they did.
0 Who ie that?
A
BY MR, HAYNES:
Q
A Yes, . sir.
Q
A Yes, sir,
9]
A Yes, sir,
Q

Did he wear his judicial rohe at that time?
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I am sorry, I will speak louder,

‘mers?

MR, ODAM: Your Honor. I am not sure --
it is your testimony that 0. P, Carrillo

waited on customers?
THE WITNESS: Not him, no, sir.

MR, ODAM: That is what I wanted to
clear up.
MR, HAYNES: Fine.
(By Mr, Haynes:) T was askirg you ahout since
the time of the judgebeing on the bench. . Do you
have a8 hearineg defect?

Yes, =ir,

I can't hear with this ear.

A1l right, Since the time O, P, Carrillo has
become a judge, is it your testimony he has come
to the Farm and Ranch Store and waited on customers|?
No. sir.

Since the time he became a judge, is 1t your
testimony he came to the Farm and R#nch Store
Qnd prepared invoices?

No, sir, I did all of those.

Since the time O, P, Carrillo hecame a judgpe,

he didn't come in and receive cash from custo~

No, sir.
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Or order supplies?
No, sir,
Or deal with the salesmen?
No, sir,
Or gather up receipts from the Farm and Ranch
Store?
No, sir,
Or total up the receipts and take care of the
business?
No, sir.
Or make the deposits’
He did some, but I did some.
Most of those things you did as overall.mlnager
and salesmen and do it all type person?
Yes, sir.
And O, P, Carrillo did none of those things?
No, sir.
He was busy judging, was he not?
Yes, sir,
He was not around there?
Weil, maybe once a week he was there, once a week,
maybe,
MR, HAYNES: That is all the questions
I have of "he witness and I will pass the

witness,
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MR, ODAM: We would excuse the witness

subject to recall on other articles at a
later pofnt.

THE MA{ TER: You may step down from
the witness stand. Yo are still under sub-
poena,

THE WITNESS: Well, ma, I leave at thig
time?

THE MASTER: Mr, Odam, I thought you
neant several days down the road, does this
witness need to stay?

MR, ODAM: Probably not, Your Hgnor,
that is why we didn't want to get'into his
testimony today.

THE MASTER: Probably tomorrow then?

MR, ODAM: I will talk to him outside.

MR, HAYNES: We do not mean to in any
way infringe on the procedings, Your Honor,
but we have a federal subpoena which the
federal law permits us to serve and we would
liké to notice the court that we want to
serve Mr. Cleofus Gonzalez to appear in

“ederal court on Friday,

We did not want to be -- well, this

ls the best time to dc it here as opposed to
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letting the marshall catch him at home.

THE MASTER: Do you have it ready now?

MR, HAYNES: Yes., sir. I

THE MASTER: A1ll right,

Who is your next witness, Mr, Odam?

MR, ODAM: Walter Meek.

May I get him?

THE MASTER: Yes, please do.

MR, ODAM: Just for due order of these
nroceedings, Your Honor, I will say that the
witness's testimony here will be with
respect at this time to the paragraph con-
cerning Mr, Roberto Elizondo.

MR, MITCHELL: What number is that?

MR, ODAM: Paragmh 3 on page 4.

WALTER MEEK,
having been duly sworn by the Judge, testified upon

his oath as follows:

EXAMINATION

BY MR, ODAM:
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Q Would you please state your full name?

A Walter W, Meek,

THE MASTER: Would you spell your

l1ast name?

THE WITNESS: M-E-E-K,
THE MASTER: Just like it sounds.
Q (By Mr. Odam:) And were you subroenaed to be here
today?
A Pardon?
Q Were you served with a subpoena to come to these

proceedings?

A That is right.

Q Where do you reside

A San Diego, Duval County.

Q And in San Diepo, Duval County, by whom are you
employed?

A Duval County.

What is your position with Duval County?
County suditor.

How long have you held that position?
Fifteen years.

And where were you employed prior to that time?

O > O O

Well, I have worked out of the state and out of
the country quite 2 bit, I am an engineer by

profession.

11 a‘g
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So except for this period of time you refer to,

you are a lifelong resident?

As county auditor, could you describe for the

court what your responsibilities are as county

Well, I am comparable to the fis-al officer of
any business. My responsibilities are the

fiscal affairs of the county and primarily after
budgetary matters are put aside, the supervising
of the bills, the approving of bills and preparing

bills for the commissioner's court for their

On the matters of fiscal affairs, is it your
$b to =iegn checks for the county?

A11 the checks i<sued for the county are signed

Now, you mentioned that you approved bills. 1Is
it your job to approve claims for payment that

county employees made?

N
Q0 Where were you born?
A San Diego.

Q
A That is right.
Q
auditor?
A
ultimate aporoval,
Q
A
by me,
Q
A

That isright., Mine 18 not the ultimate approval
and I don't express approval or dirapproval until

it comes back from the commissfoner's court, I
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can't override their decision.
They are the ultimate disapproval or approval,
this is done by the commissioner's court?
That {1s right,
And your time as heing county auditor, when thse
bflls or claims so to the county court, are they
taken up one by one and passed on by the county
commissioner's court?
MR, MITCHELL: Might I suggest he limit
himself specifically to the time involved?
THE MASTEn. Well, it is a present tense
question and the objection is sustatined.
MR, ODAM: Let me rephrase the question.
(By Mr. Odam:) Are you famili{ar with how claims
for payment are presently approved? Are they
approved one by oane or approved many at a time?
I am talking about the peneral procedure.
I will have to quibble on that, because there is
no set routine. I mean, some meetings, if the
commissioners appear to be in a hurry, they just
okay the whole batch of bills I bring Iin in bulk.
At other times, they pour over them, but as a
rule, each commiss ioner I8 fnterested in his own
bills and doesn't care what the others spend.

MR, ODAM: May I appioach the witness?

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE - GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401




10
1
12
13
.M
15
16
17
18

18

2l

2

1147

THE MASTFR: Yes, sir.

MR, MITCI{ELL: May I reurge a certain
objertion we set out originally and on
occasion we restate, but, that {s that the
testimony under Article 3 would be irrele-
vant and immaterial prior to the term being
the Judge taking office in Janusary, 1975.

In addition, beyond the formal notice, which
i{s the notice we deem to be valid, and
finally not related to conduct judicial

in character.

THE MASTER: Yes, I am glad you did
restate it,

They are overruled.

(By Mr. Odam:) Mr. Meek, do you know a gentlemen
by the name of Roberto Elizondo?

Yes. T do.

Do you know of your own personal knowldge whether
he attended a court reporting school in Houston,
Texas?

Not to my personal knowledge, no, sir,

I show you what has been marked as E-43 through
E-50 and ask you to look through them and I will
ask a question about them,

MR, MITCHELL: I am sure Counsel recalls
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we present it to the commissioner's court,

there was an objection made to E-43 through
E-50 that was sustained being hearsay and
not properly authenticated,

MR, ODAM: I recall they are not in
evidence at the present time.

THE MASTER: Yes, sir, that is cor~
rect,

MR, ODAM: I will ask the reporter to

mark these.

(The above mentioned documents were
marked Examiner's Exh¥its 53 end 54 for

{dentification.)

You have before you what has been marked as E=43
through E-50, |

Would you say it is two items?
That is fight.
I am referring first to the one that goes horizon-
tally, I will ask you if you can identifj whet
that {tem 1is,
Y, that is what we term a claim jacket. When a
claim or other bill is prepared, we prepare this

jcket on the outside and that is the form in which
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All right, sir, and the claim that {s {dentified,
for example, on E-43, on that claim jacket, you
are just looking at one élaim jacket number --
or claim number D-1087
That's right,
Who 1s that claim made by? 1Is it identified or
is {t indicated on that claim jacket?
Roberto Elizondo.
And for what amount of money,is it identified
there?
Two hundred and tweniLy~-five dollars.
And 1s there a period of time that that payment
is for?
Well, 1t {5 --
MR, MITCHELL: . Pardon me, Your Honor,
I apnreciate that he is having problems
with E-43 and E-50 being excluded, but I
don': see what he 1s going to accomplish
by having this witness read --
MR, ODAM: 1I withdraw the last ques-
tion.
THE MASTER: Objection is sustained.
MR, MITCHELL: Well, we just object.
MR, ODAM: I withdraw *+the question.

I will ask you to explain for the court again
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for the purposes of identification, it states on
E-43 on the horizontal part, the claim jacket,
it says, "Road and Bridge Fund", Could you
explain to the court for purposes of identifica-
tion what does that mean, Road snd Bridge Fund?
That check was drawn on'thaf particular fund.

MR, MITCHELL: Pardor me, Mr. Meeks,
does that mean the rosad and bridge fund
generally, which T woild have no objection
to, or the specific reference to evidence
that has been c¢xcluded, I would have objec-
tion uptil it is authenticated,

THE MASTER: I understood him to ask
in substance. I thought that was the
Road snd Bridge Fund,

MR, ODAM: Yes, sir,

THE MASTER: I thought it was general.

MR, MITCHELL: Yes, but the answer of
the witness was, I believe, refering specific
ally to E-43, Judge, and that was the
reason that precipitated my objection,.

THE MASTER: Well. the Exhibit ie not
in evidence, Mr. Mitchell, and since there
is no jury, I am not going *o be influenced

until it gets into evidence, if it does,
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But you have to build these matters --

MR, MITCHELL: I understand.

THE MASTER: «- with stepping stones,

MR, MITCHELL: The Court is aware of
the fact that I have to be very careful
not to waive anythtnz;

THE MASTER: I sppreciite that,

MR, MITCHELL: 1I'r, not trying to
irritate anybody,

THE MASTER: I hope I didn't exhibit
irritation, because I am not.

MR, MITCHELL: All right, Your Honor.

Q Exhibit No. 42 through 50 generally referred to
as being sent to the county treasurer and for the
Road and Bridge Fund and for the purposes of
identification could you explain to the Court
generally what is the Road and Bridge Fund?

A It i3 just one of our various funds in which our
money 18 deposited.

Q All right, who --

A There is not any set ¥ule in most cases, I mean
that might be in the road and bridge fund at one
time and it might be in another fund at another
time. I mean it 1s just taken from another fund.

Q That was my question, for ewample, it says here
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Tr5se
code 320, can you identify -- what does code 320
mean?
MR, MITCHELL: Can I have him on cross
I mean voir dire?

THE MASTER: Yes, sir,

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION

BY MR, MITCHELL:

Q Mr. Meeks, Mr. Hinojosa ptks up that code and
puts that code on it?

A That's right,

Q. And Mr, Hinojosa has the code book?

A That is correct.

Q You don't know the funetions are or what the
code is, it 13 done after you get thr;ugh with
it, isn't cﬁat correct?

A That is correct. You see, our code 1s a private

| code and there i3 about two hundred different
numbers, I don't attempt to keep them all in
my mind, I came prepared, however, with the code
1ist in case you did inquire.

MR, MITCHELL: And for the purpose of
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=

the objection it would be that the wit-
ness doesn't have personal knowledge, Judge,
of what the cndes are or the assignment of
the codes, Mr, Hinojosa having by previous
testimony been establishéd as being the
gentlemen who makes tﬁe assignment and my
objection 13 he has no personal knowldge.
THE MASTER: But ke has the county code

list used by Mr., Hinojosa. The objection
i{s overruled, it has not been identified,
howeer.

I have access to it, I mean I just have‘nd use

for it most of the time.

(Mr., Odam:) Mr. Meeks, let me refer back‘to the

question, it refers to code numbers here, code

number 32,

Yes, sir.

Do you have personal knowledge as to what ghe code

number -~-

Not from personal memory, I know it specifies

a certain class of either nurchases or services.

And you brought some papers with you here today?

This 1s a copy nf the code that we use,

. And who prepared this item that you have before

you?

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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Well, I made -~ I made the xerox copy.

This {s a county code list?

You could call it that, however, this is an

unofficial thing that we just use in our office.
MR, MITCHELL: That's right.

For identification purposes. It is not a

required thing, it 1s just for our own convenience,

All right, sfr. The road and bridge fund; it

was your testimony that the road and bridge fund,

if the payments were pdd from the road and bridge

fund, it might not necessarily have to go to work

being done on the roads and bridges?

No, that is right,

Okay.

In fact, my salary is paid out of the road and

bridge fund,

So it is not uncommon for salaries to be paid out--

No.

~~ of a fund that has nothtﬁz to do with roads

and bridges?

No.

So on the top part of Exhibit E-43, I will show

you what 1s called generally a claim for payment.

Are you familiar with that instrument? I'm not

talking about this particalar name or anything,
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but can yon identify what is a claim for pay-
ment?
It 18 a claim, a printed form that my office
supplies to those that require a form of that
kind and it can be either for materials or services
rendered, for neonle -- SerQ{ces rendered for
oeonle who are not on the payrol' and other mater-
fals from incidental materiai.
For example, you wouldn't get & claim from
the -- for a bulldozer on a thing like that, but
just small local ite..s usually,
Now, a claim for payment, if this were all
together, I take it that you say this at the
bottom {58 a claim jacket?
That's right, the claim goes inside the jacket. '
It is an envelope really.
This claim would go inside the jacket?
That's right,
And apain, I'm not talking about the claims on
Here, but just the procedure? |
Yes.
How would, generally, say, a claim for payment
come to you or your office? |
MR, ODAM: Strike that question, Let

me go back.
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Would a claim for payment come to your office at
any time?
It woﬁld.
I'nd once it came to your office, what would you do
with this claim for payment? Not this particular
one on E-43, but generally what would you do with
14
Well, at the moment L1t came, nothing, we would
Just put it away with the other claims and Jjust
prior to the commissionerst' court meeting, we
would get all of thrse claims out and make the
Jackets, examine them and get them ready for the
commissionersf court,
All right,
My asslstant would reconcile all of the. =-- not
necessarily the claime, of course, but other bilis
to be sure we hadn't paild -~ that the balances
were correct.
A1l right,
MR, ODAM: Your Honor, at this time
we would offer into evidence Exhiblts E-43
through E-50,
~ MR. MITCHELL: The same objection,
Your Honor, it would be hearsay and

imﬁrOper authentlcatlion.
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THE MASTER: Well, insufficient, I
think. That is the authentication?

MR, ODAM: Well, Your Honor, I am not
attempting here to this witness to state,
for example, that Roberto Elizondo signed
this one. This wltness has testified that
his job is to keep clalms Jackets to keep
claims and these are coples of the same
which he has identified.

THE MASTER: I don't know that he has
identified thcae,

MR. MITCHELL: No, Your Honor.

THE MASTER: -~ a8 claims, actually
filed with him,.

MR, ODAM: All right. Let me --

THE MASTER: Or paid by him or
anything else,

MR, ODAM: Let me go a llttle further.

THE MASTER: He sald that 1s a form or
claim that Duval County uses.

MR. ODAM: All right.

THE MASTER: If I am not correct about
that, let me know,

MR, ODAM: All right. Let me go a 1ittl

further, then.
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{By Mr. Odam:) Specifically, let me refer you to

Exhibit E~43 -~

THE MASTER: Let's take this occaslon
to take our break at this time and be btack
at 12,

MR, ODAM: All right, sir.

(Whereupon, the hearing was in recess

from 11-40 a.m, untll 2 noon.)

MR, ODAM: Your Honor, before we proceed
with Mr. Meel, and I don't think we need to
ask Mr. Meek to leave the room, there were
three matters that I would like to take up.

One being that Mr, Mitchell has
given me back this original copy of this
letter from Mr. Smith to which I have no
objection and it is fine with me, I thlpk
it was an exhibit he wanted in, wherever
1t goes. It is fine wilith me to go in.

THE MASTER: Well, let's do that, we
need to get it done, It is either R-22 or-
E-22, I am not sure which . Whch is 1?2

MR, MITCHELL: - It 1s R-22, Your Honor.

THE MASTER: Yas, R-22, that's correct.

MR, MITCHELL: And may we have
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permission to wilthdraw the partial exhibit
that has been previously introduced with the
objeet in mind that 1t would constitute the
identifying exhlibit for this exhibit and
have the reporter mark thils,

Now, the matter that has been
delivered to the Court on November 1Oth,
1975, under the signatvre of Mr, Garland
Smith.

- THE MASTER: But there are two there,
pull R-22 for —e, if you will, because I
could not find R-22 as an attachment to
any one of those exhibits. But that ls
because I didn't have R-22 in front of me
to compare.,

MR, MITCHELL: This is R-22.
THE MASTER: All rigt. Now, will you

find for me -- this 1s supposed to be

attached to one of those exhibits, 1s it not?

MR. MITCHELL: No, sir, that was a
page out -- Mr. Smith testified under oath
that R-22 as it is presently in evidence
was & slngle page out of the exhibit and
I asked him if he would produce the entire

docuhent and he sald that he would,
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THE MASTER: All right. So that
entire document should have this as an
attachment, But I don't find it anywhere
there, |

MR, MITCHELL: All right. It appears
in here, Judge.

THE MASTER: Okay. Sh w it to me and
I would appreciate it. I Just couldn't find
it.

MR, MITCHELL: Is that it ~-- no, that
isntt 16, eltnc .,

THE MASTER: No, that may be the same
thing, this is Jjust typed and that is written
and I d1dn't compare them, but I could not
find a typed exhliblt comparable to that,

MR, MITCHELL: It is, Judge Meyers, it
appears to be a typed exhiblt of his
appendix ohe.

THE MASTER: All right.

MR, MITCHELL: And truthfully, R-22
being typed 1s a more leglble copy than this
one. We might leave it, however the Court
wants to do 1t Bo that the record is not
confused,

THE MASTER: Why don't you decilde which
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way you want to do 1t and we will, tomorrow
morning, make it a part of this recérd. Is
that agreeable with you?

MR. MITCHELL: That 18 fine, Your
Honor, and may I just leave the entire
package in the custody of the Court?

THE MASTER: You may.

MR, ODAM: The other two things before
going into Mr. Meek's testimony;'I mentlioned
previously about a trial amendment which
the Court sal- it wanted in writing and I
dontt know if you want to take 1t up now,
probably after this witness' testimony,
but I have prepared ﬁhat and also some
subpoenas I would tender to the Court which
I suppose we can take up after Mr, Meek's
testimony today.

I do not have coples yet for
Mr.Mitchell because 1 thought from the way
the Court stated, I don't know that -- wht
the Court's pleasure would be on that,
Anyway, 1t is not a‘matter that we have to
take ub right at this minute unless you so

desire, and the subpoenas I can just --

THE MASTER: DO you want me %o sigh thespg
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Q (By Mr. nNdam:) Mr, Meek, I have Just shown you

A Yes, these are claims, together with the clalm

Q 'Now, would it be -- do ydﬁ know of your own

1162

subpoenas? |

MR, ODAM: Yes, sir. : _ ‘
THE MASTER: They don't have the carbon !
paper in between them. Are they -- no, that
is not the kind of paper that is --

MR. ODAM: No, sir, they do not.

MS.LEVANTINO: Here is8 a plece of
carbon paper,

THE MASTER: Let me do that after Mr:.

Meek!'s testimony.

MR, ODA!. That will be filne.

some exhibits and specifically, I was not referring
in general terms to them, but specifically to E-U43
through E~50 and ask you 1f you can specifically
1déntify btoth what is at the bottom horizontally

and what 3s along the top of the page?

jacket. The claims -- the claimant is Roberto
.Elizondo for the sum of two hundred and‘twenty—flve

dollars,

personal knowledge whether or not these particular
claims came into your office?

A I do indeed, they did.
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And did you have or did you personally prepare
the claim Jjacket into which they went?

I didn'y prepare 1t peréonally, no,

And after they came in, I presume, however, that
that particular claim jacket was prepred?

That's right,.

And that at a subsequent oecasion, those claims
were submitted inside those jackets to the
commissioners' court?

That's right,

For approval or di~ nproval?

That's right.

Now, of your own knowledge, your own parsonal
knowledge, did the originals of these, are they
contained in your files or were they at one time
contained in your flles at the county anditor's
office?

They are in my flles, but just where they are et
the moment, T don't know,.

That is because of all of this --

Turmoll, yes,sir,

These various proceedlings?

Different people have checked them out and we
haven't been able to locate them,

MR, ODAM: Your Honor, I would again
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1 of%er in evidence E-43 through E-50 as belng
2 the claims‘for payment that have been filed
. and were on file in Mr. Meek's office which
', were submitted to the eounty commiseioners:’
_S courtg.
‘6 MR. MITCHELL: ObJection to hearsay,
7 best evidence, not properly authenticated,
8 Your Honor.
9 "THE MASTER: " Well, the hearsay ot jection
m is overruled and the authentication is
i overruled and ‘s testim§ny i1s he cannot
12 find the originails.
13 THE WITNESS: Sir, there has been so
i4 many different agencles from the Agtorney
15 General': office ==
1s MR, MITCHELL: Meybe I can clear 1t up,
17 k Judge, may I be permitted to ask counzel --
IFQX John, are these part of the originals that
{l;j . were introduced ln the trial in Austin?
2 | | MR. ODAM: Yes, sir.
2l | MR, MITCHELL: I will withdraw the
E\ dﬂection of best evldence, Judge.
i THE MASTER: All right, they are admitteg.
u | Now, that is 43 through 507 ‘
%§;~4 ‘.MR;_CDAM: Yes, sir.
s
‘ CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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THE MASTER: Give us Jjust a minute to
mark our records, . 1

MR, MITCHELL: We do not intend to,
h0weyer, withdraw our other objections.

THE MASTER: All right.

MR. ODAM: Wwell, for clarity, you
asked me 1f they were admitted in Austin
and they were admitted in Austin in the
House of Representatives. They were not
admitted in the Senate because we had not
gone lnto the =naté proceedings,.

MR. MITCHELL: Well,'I'm going to
continue my objection. We had no right of
cross-examination in the House and we did
in the Senate. I would suggest, then,
Your Honor, that counsel just'simply --
well, I'm not going to make any suggestion
on how to run this Court., I jﬁst reassert
my objections, then, Judge.

THE MASTER: Well, you'll renew your
vest evidence objection?

MR. MITCHELL: Yes.

THE MASTER: I suggest you do something
to meet that, Mr. Odém.

MR. ODAM: Your Honor, the originals
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which were submitted into the House -~

MR. MITCHELL: Well, ask him, John.

(By Mr. Odam:) Theoriginals that went into the
House of Representatives, did you take those up
there yourself?

My asslistant took those w there.

And put those into the custody o~ the House 1ln the
proceedings?

Yes, sir.

MR. MITCHELL: Excuse me, Jchn. He did
not testify (. %hat, it was Mr, Hinojosa,
he has no personal knowledge. That is the
reason for the obJjection.

MR. ODAM: When he was referring to
Mr, Hinojosa in his prior testimony, I was
confused about --

THE MASTER: Now, the obJjection has
been made that the originals are the best
evidence and that objection simbly muét be
met and there ere clear rules of evidence
to meet it which I suggest you follow,

MR, ODAM: Allgght, sir, Well, my
comment was s8imply that the best evldence
are in the custody of the Houre of

Representatives in Austin, Texas.
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THE MAST®R: And you're not under oath
and not the witness in the case.

MR. ODAM: I know it,.

MR, MITCHELL: And Mr. Meeks, Your
Honor, was not there, that 1s the preclise
point.

THE MASTER: Well, you're not the
witness or under oath, elther, Mr. Mitchell,

MR, MITCHELL: I know, but I was there,
Judge.

MR, ODAM  Well, the exhibits E-43
through B-50 are not in evidence énd I
would Just simply offer them by way of a
bill of exceptions at this time to put them
in the custody of the reporter so that I
can properly authenticate them over the
best evidence rule objection at a later

point.

THE MASTER: I suppose that 1s the way

you will have to proceed.
Q (By Mr. Odem:) I show you, Mr. Meek, what has
been marked as Examiner's Exhibit Number 53 which
is a serles of checks and ask you i you can

identify these original checks?

A Yes, I can, They are -~ do you want to --

\

I
|

|
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Under the line labeled county av itor,

1168 ]
If you could ldentify them for the record’
They are checks that I made out ahd signed or
my.offibe made out and I signed.

Is your nane on these checks?

It is.

And where would that appear on the check?

The one that appears in red on these origlnal
checks?

That's right.

And to whom are the.  checks made out?

The first one was Mr. Elizondo, Roberto Elizondo.
They are all made out to Roberto Elizondo.

And I aek you also before offering those into
evidence 1f you can 1ldentify what has been markted
as Exanlner's Exhibit Number 547

Yes.

And how would you characterize Examiner's
Exhibit Number 547

This 1.3 another one of our offlce innovatlions.

It 18 the record that we keep for our own benefit.
It Ls kept on index cards, sort of a card fTile,
Every checkbthat we issue, as in this case

to Tomas Ellzondo, is typed onto trese index

cards. It is BHr our own reference so we can go
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into this index and find the check we want and
locate 1t in the file.

For example, the claim number »ver at the right,
would that be a claim number that would correspond
with the cialm jacket?

On the left here you mean?

Yes,éir.

Yes, that is rizht.

And then these origlnal cards are kept and are
presently kept in your custody, in the county
treasurer's -- in the county auditor's offlce in
Benavides?

In San Dlego, yes.

In San NDlego?

Yeas.

And you, I believe, brought with you today for
your testimony, what has been marked as E~S54,

is that correct?

Oh, yes, this sheet.

The sheet we are talking ahout rlght here?
Thatt!s right, yes, I see.

And this would identlify the claimants themselves
&+ a part of this entire package of Lnformation
with respect to claims?

That '= right, these are cheeks for four different
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years made out to Tomas Elizondo.
Q Okay.
MR. ODAM: Your Hono., at this time
we would offer into evidence thé checks
signed by Mr. Walter Meek in payment to
Roberto Elizondo from the Cpunty
Treasurer of Duval, E-54 and E-53, and also
introduce in evidence the copies of claim
cards, Examiner's Exhibit 54, |
MR, MITCHELL: Your Honor, no dbjection
to 53, but mry T have the witneas on voir
dire to see 1f I have an objectlon to 54?7
THE MASTER: 53 is admitted and you

may have the witness on voir dlre.

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION

BY MR. MITCHELL:

Q Mr. Meek, as I underctand the Exhibit S5k is made
up very much on the order of --
THE MASTER: Excuse me, you s8aid no
objection to 53, you mean objectims other
than thé standing obJjections you have?

MR. MITCHELL: Yes, sir.
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THE MASTER: That you stated earlier
vday?

MR. MITCHELL: <Yes, (our Honor, at the
outset and I apprecials that, Judge Meyers,
and where I have obJjected or have not
oqucted which has been on occaslon lh the
trial, I certainly Cid.not mean to walve
our baslc obJections. ‘Thank you, Judge
Meyers, .

(By Mr, Mitchell:) Mr. Meek, these were made up

as sort of a summci, as I understand your

- testimony, from the fotal package commancing with

the claim to the issuance of the warrant and the
payment and return of the warrant and the date,

that is E-547

Do you mean the individual cards or that particular

copy was made up?

Well, the cards and the copy.

Well, of course the copy ls of the cards, four

different cards, four different years, 1ln other

words,

Yes, I noticed that -- I noticed that the card l1s
Tomas Elizondo on one and Robertc Elizondo on
another and that they are for the vears '70, 'T1l,

'72; 73 for both Roberto and Tomas.
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Yes.
And my only question 1s solely for the purpose of
informing myself and the record and the Court to
pass on the admissibility i3, these are made'up
by you under your direction, from the claim Jacket
where the claim number came from?
That is right.
And the warrant number, the ausount, the funds
against which it is charged and the coding put
on there by Mr, Hinojosa and the date?
That's correct.
And you can verify that the material appearing =n
54 1s thus extracted from your records?
Yes, sir.
MR, MITCHELL: The only objection,
Your Honor, I do note that the exhibit
relates to Tomas Elizondo and I understsod
counsel to announce it was comlng in under
Roman three, which, of course, relates &o
Roberto Elizondo.
Other than that, we would have no
objection other than nur basic objections
to 54,
THE WITNLS3: May I expla’'n thati, Your

Honor?
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the cards containing Tomas Elizondo -- the

THE MASTER: Yes, sir.

THE WITNESS: Well, 1t is entirely
my mistake. I got a call at the last minute
last night to bring these cards or copies of
them and I made a mistake of including
Tomas Ellizondo, Ididn't notice.the
difference, but that 1s jur* included in the
first 1970 card.

THE MASTER: Well, are you offering

information ... rerning Tomas Elizondo?

MR. ODAM: Yes, sir.

THE MASTER: On which --

MR. ODAM: That would be paragrabh
four, I believe, Your Honor.

THE MASTER: Well, then, the obJection
is overruled and the exhibit ilsadmitted.

MR. ODAM: Well, I can simply 1look at
the paragraph number and see.

MR. MITCHELL: But there is no
allegation, Your Honor, about Tomas Elizondo
in taking any money from the county. He Just
drove a backhoe.

THE MASTER: Well, it might be -~ ls

that an admission?
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MR, MITCHELL: An allegation that he
drove a béckhoe, a very, very far-out
allege tion, Your HOnor.

THE MASTER: Well, it 1s, of course,

it 1t is irrelevant, T will give it no

- weight.

MR, MITCHELL: Yes, si-=.

THF MASTER: It mey be that it is part
of an exhitit that can't be separated o>t.

MR, MITCHELL: I think it could quite
easlly, just ~'t out from the exhibhit,
Judge, that I might suggest for 54 relns
the cards relating to Roberto.

THE MASTER: Well, counsel, see if you
find any relevance and let me know because
the charge -- with respect to Robertn, is
that he drew money while atte nding court
reporting schocl and T bellieve counsel s
correct, that the charge with respect to
Tomas is drlving a backhoe,

MR, ODAM: I wéuld withdraw at this
time, Your Honor, the page from E-54 that
pertains to the claims for Tomac Eli=ondo,
That was my error In looking at the namees

down the side, 1t sald "lizondo and I

\
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didntt look over to see.

MR. MITCHELL: You're golng to have
trouble because they alteirnate,

THE MASTER: Let ne look at it and see

what can be done, 1f anything.
(Handed to the Master.)

MR. ODAM: It will be fine with me 1if
they are just X'd out,.

THE MASTER: You canr Jjust cut off the
tor two unles- T just read them incorrectly.

MR, ODAM: All right.

THE MASTER: You can do that st a
recess,

MR, ODAM: Ali right.

THF, MASTER: Tt doesn't matter, 1f it
is not admitted, the fact that 1t 1s here
85111 doesn't make it in evidence. It is
witrdrawn, that portion of the exhiblt is
withdrawn.

MR. ODAM: Are you suggesting, then,
Your Honor, it would not be necessary, angd
1at it go in as 1t is?

THE MASTER: As far as 1 am concerned.

MR, ODAM: Again, we are not admlitting,

——— -
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then, the one on the top for Tomas Ellzonco.
The other one, two, three cards perteining
to Roberto and it was my intentlon Initially
to go into that on Roberto only.

THE MASTER: All right, Excuse me,
You brought two identical records?

THE WITNESS: That 1s right.

THE MASTER: And 1ot separate rages,
1s that what you're telling me?

THE WITNESS: They are both ldenticeael,
yes.

THE MASTER: All right,

MR. ODAM: And, of course, "nly one
page is being offered., Your Honor, we would
pass the wltness,

MR, MITCHELIL: Judge, mlight I h#ve
permission of the Court to have E~--22
marked in subparts for the possibllity of
asking the witness questions as to serarate
ones?. They are just a package of checis.

THE MASTER: You can do it that way or
you can say ~- do it.by date on the check.
You want to protect the record, I understand
that, |

MR. MITCHELL: That's right,

1176
- - =1
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THE MASTER: But you could say check -

is 1t a2 numbered cheeck, incidentally?

MR, MITCHELL: Yes; *hey are, Judge,
they are numbered. |

THE MASTER: Why don't you let those
be the subparts, would that be all right.

MR, MITCHELL: All right.

THE MASTER: All right, check number
S01C of Exhibit Numver 3, for example.

MR, MITCHELIL: All right, so tha2t the
record refle~+~ 1t has subpart number 15,
5837, 379, 924, 6859, T2T.

THE MASTER: 1Ie that 72077

MR. MITCHELL: No, sir, it is 727,

T me; have misread it.

THE MASTER: All right.’

MR, MITCHELL- 554 and 5985. Thank
you, Judge Meyers.

THE MASTER: Those are the checks --
the numbers on the individual checks that

you Just read.

MR. MITCHELL: Yes, sir, and would be

subparts of E-53 under the Court's direction.

THE MASTER: Yes, sir.
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out of which the war¥ was done, or fa 1 here a

1180
1180
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Well, have specific claim forms heen fillel ouc

that underlie ecach and every one of rthose warrants?

If I remember correctly, yes. 4 elaim was created |
for this amount and the check is mailed from fhat
claim,

Ineed to have the record reflect the full proce-
dure. Fo chat now we can estahlish the Ffacts
concerning Robertn Flizondo there are claims for
nayment where there 15 o claim form filled out

by the pavee of those warrants nn which there 1=
a8 warrant,

That s correct,.

And it -~ that s the usual and customarv method
followed, that vou recall, on claims frr payment?
Ygs. that 1s the only way,.

Once the annlicant filegs his c¢laim, he awears

to that cla‘m?

Yes,

And that, of course, is done in your county, as
far as vou know?

That is rioht,

And then, what does he do with that claim, does

he give it to the commissioners of the nrecinct

set procedure?

URT REPORTERS
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There 1s no set procedure. He may send {t by

the janitor, It can arrive in my office in variow
ways,

Those clains find their way to your office, do
they not?

Yes.

And do you have an assistant?

Yes, sir.

Those clains will 1ie theres unt 1 the are pre-~

pared for presentment to the commissioner's court?

Tell us wher the commissioner's court meets,

On the second Monday of every month,

Now, I assuue that prior to that second Monday,
vou and your assistant prepare those clatms for
the commiss oner's court?

That is right.

Are they listed or docketed in any way?

At that particular time, before they have been
presented to the commissioner's court?

Yes.

No,they are not. We don't know whether all of
them will be allowed.

There are.'in fact, claims that are to be pre-

sented tn the court for allowances or disallowances?

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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Yes,

And that is the procedure?

Yes,
And 1t is your testimony that to your best
recnllection,that nrocedure was fnllowed in each
and every instance on checks issued on E-5137

I am pnositive of that.

When s the cnde nunter assigird tn these?

When the check 1s written.

So when thev go out of your office. thev are nn”
coded?

¥ell. T understand. yes. the claime are not coded

until after they come bhack,

A1l rioht, What form are they put in for present-

ment tn the court?
They are m-rely put in a jacket. 1t ‘s 1otkine

more than an envelope with a printed €nvrm o1 it

and ‘t i« ~pen at the tov.

With the claim inside the jacket?

That 1e richt,

And tvped ecn the outcide of the iacket, i assume.
is the addrees and name of the claimant, the
amount and the basic infrrmation on the claim
contained therein?

Yes, sirc.
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Q Now,

the commissioners meet on the second Mon-

day of each month?

A Yes,

MR, ODAM: It would appear to me_that
the questions being elicited of this wit-
ness appear to pertain to the special
exceptions filed on page 314, It is and
generally states how the proceeding is

coming about. I recall that it was the

understanding that the testimony with regard .

to questions £ law would be taken --

?HE MASTER: Now, I have to interrupt
you at this voint. I do not unaerstand that
you ever hear tesfimony on special excep-
tions.

MR, MITCHELL: That is right,

THE MASTER: That is unheard of, That
is known as a speaking demurer, which is
not known in Texas statutes, I appreciate
what you are saying, but obviously at this
time I am not gotng to hear test1mony on
the plea in abatement or any of the other
pleas and certainly not testimony on special
exceptions,

He has a general denial on file and

1187
|

|
|

|
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which I think authorized this evidence. It

I
|
it seems this is defensive on the mevite

as well as a matter of exception.
Do you disagree”
MR, ODAM: It apprars to go to the
spetial exception and it is testimony on
the special exception which s wiot now
or ever admissible. I don't think 1t goes
to the zenéral denial “tself, but, of course.
that is the Court's rulinge.
MR, MITCHELL: Well, you tae alleged
it gand --

TYE MASTER: You have a general denial

may have something to do with the special
exceptions also.
You are not in cnurt offerine testimony
on specifal exceptions, are you, Mr. Aitchell?
MR, MITCHELL: UWNo, I am offering it €or
the nurpose of the record. touchine on the
gentleman's credability and touchinm on his
knowledge and on the continuity af che
record and these are not just the onroduct
of someone just sitting down andwiting a

bunch of checks.

1184

MR, ODAM: 1If it is offered for those

——
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purnoses, I have no objection, however. if
it 's offered for the special e xception,
ther --
THE MASTER: If it were offered for
.that, you would have youf objection, but
it was not,
MR, MITCHELL: I am sor.y, I don't want
to be repetitive, but -- well, where was 17
Well, the claim jackets set out the
essential information poning into the commis-
sioner's cour.’
That is right.
And the commissioner's court in your county at
the time 1t is relevant here, in 1972 and 73, is
made up accordine to the dictates of the statutes?
Yes.
And the count& is divided 1into commissioner's
precincts., is that correct?

Yes.

- And Duval County is divided inte commissioner’s

precincts?

Correct.

And in 1972 and 1973, how many commissioners were
there in ﬁuval County?

Four,

t

|
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‘further made up by the county judge, who sits

‘On the second Monday of each month, those claims

Four {n Duval County?
Yes,

And I believe that the commissioner's court is

ex-officio, and presides over the meetings?

Yes,

And it was your testimony that at the time four
commissioners constituted the commissioner's court,
pluw the county judge?

Correct.

And the county judge 'as at that time Mr. Archer
Parr?

Correct.

having been prepared by your office and staff,
that is, composed of who?

Mr, Hinojosa.

He 1s the assistant auditor?

Yes,

And he testified in Austin?

Yes.

Other than Mr. Hinojosa, ybu do have secretarial
help?

No.

Who does the typing for you?

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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Mr. Minoinsa. He is an expert,

Mr. Hinojosa and yourself prepave the claimé,
and T b-11->ve your testimony was earlier, that
they arc nut in shape for thé court?

VYes, for the commissioners court.

And is there a secretary for the commissioners

court?

Na. T don's think theve is a formal secretarvy.

Do vru mezan for the writing of the minutes’

Right.

It ¢ “he custom in . 1val Cnunty that the .Judge
writes the minutes.

And the minutes for 1972 and 7R were kep in a
book, were they not, a2 wellbound volume?

Yee,

And the Judege at that time, Archer Parr. would
have, 1f he had follnwed the usual course of
nracticc, put fnteo the mirutes the conduct and
actions taken by the crmmiesionere court”?

That i< rieht,

And we can go back and read them at this stage and

Find they are int ¢t for the commfssiorers court
meetinrs tn 1972 end 737
Correct.

Now, carry us through the nrocedure,
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Fave you ever hen in attendance or do yonu
take no position at all in the commissioners court
meetings?

Oaly or clafims that are decidedly illegal, or

they fs a question about them. that is the extent
of my authority.

Where there is a claim suspect. ynu take exception
with that?

Yes .

That does not pnreclude any members nr.other person
aspearing before t*: sourt when a claim is hroucht
hefore the court?

Correct.

- Do vou know whether or not the court nasses on

those claims that has beeﬁ presented to 1t? I
assume they do, they tﬁke 8 vote?

Yes.

And the county judge doesn't vote unless there
is a tie?

That is right.

And each and every claim that is a part of it

would, as far as we know, have gone through that

same orocedure.

That is correct, I would also savthat I can't

verify the fact that every claim {s examined and

|
;
!
;
|
|
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okayed individually.

I understand that. As a matter of fact, would it
be a fair statement that you doan't have any persona
knowledge of the background of those claims?

No, I dor't,

And if the claim {s illegal, you pick up on that
and point it out to the court?

Correct.

There is an additional screening process on these
claims by the court themselves? |

Correct,

And there is nothing to keep a8 commissioner or

any ctﬁizén from coming before the court and
asking that a certain claim not Be congidered or
taken out?

You are correct.

Now, Mr, Meek, after there is a vote, is there

an entry in the record of the county 1udge of the
vote and how the vote was cast?

Usually, it {s, yes. They list the no's and aye's.
What hapgens, if you know, from there?

Well, when the commissioners have gone through
them and okayed them, they are hrought back to
my office.

By whom?
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Well, by the treasurer a lot of times,

Is he generally in attendance on a meting of the
commissioners court?

Yes. it is not necessary, but it seems to facinate
him, so he does attend.

It does also perform a pragmatic function of
eiving 8 connecting link between your office and
thé commissioners court?

That 1s correct.

After it is brought back through your office,

what is brought back first?

The same taing we took‘in, the bills and jackets,
Indicafing on there the vote of the commissioners?
No, there is nothing indicated oﬁ the jacket,

We indicate them by number. We put them all aside
that are okayed and toss out those which are not.

Do yvou notify the claimant on those that are dis-

-proved?

No, we sit on them for a while and 1if {t i{s a

fraudulent claim, they don't come in after it.
They find it is not vassed and it is dropped.
And there is some litigation on those that were
dropned?

We never had any.

You have one now you are getting ready to get

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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" They are not private checks taken out of people's

:The'face amount of the check?

sued on by yours truly.

That 1s right,

Once the claims come out of the commissioners
court into your office. what is the next step?
“nn we get them back, we start right away making
out the checks and getting them out,

When I say warrant and you talk about checks,

we are talking sbout the same thing?

That is right.

And the checks are officially printed and numbered?

That 1s right.

pockets?

No, sir.

And all of thos~ asre printed on the letterhead of
the County of Duval?

Yes.

And tﬁe road and bridge fund, that is of no
significance?

That is risht.

And the amcunt of money is written out on the
check face®

Do you mean the funds?

Yes.
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Then it is signed by three peonle?

Yes,

e e b

It is signed by you first?

Yes.

And then, I imagine you examine it to see that it
is there and you cross-check with the claim form
to see whether or not the commiss oners court
authorized 1it?

Well, that sounds like & complicated process,

but it is much easier than that,

All rieht, You don . countersien a check that
you are not sure has passed?

That 1is right,

And then your assistant signs the checks?

No, first the county clerk.

You take it from your office to the county clerk
and he puts his signature on it?

Yes.

And the final signature is the county treasurer
of Duval County?

That is right,

Apd‘each>and every one nf those individuals sign

each and every warrant or check?

Right,

And then the notations in the lower lefthand corneq.
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are they the coding notations?
That is right, but it i3 on the righthand side of

the check,

. That comes from whom?

Mr. Hinojosa.

And he has testified that he has before him the
coding, that is. the numbers that appear on E-55
and E-53, these numbers, R-320 and various other
,numbers.that are codings which are intelligitle

to him?

That is right,

Which tell him the nature of the claim?

Correct.

When does he put thnse on?

Asg he.types the check,

You sign them and then the county clerk and then
the treasurer signs them?

Correct,.

And then, are they picked up by the pavyee?

Yes, but just usually the ones for those on
the.warrants for labor., The tmasurer keeps them
in his office and hands them out., For all other
materials, especially checks that mail out, we
do that in my office.

A1l right, Now then, these items are returned to
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you after they have been cashed or deposited by
the payee, is that correct?
Do you mean the checks?

Yes.

They are returned to the treasurer. He is the

_custodian of them.

He was the custodian of E-53?

That is right.

Theg there 1s still another cross-check made,

you go back on them. as you‘have testified on

E-54, and a card is r'ped up on each and every
payee?

Correct.

Of each and every warrant or check issued by Duval

County?

Correct.

And that is maintained as an accurate and avail-
able record?

Correct.

And, for example, {f you pasid John Jones in 1971
and paid him again in 1972, once in 73 and eight-
een times in 54 and five thousand times in 1975,
all of those payments would find their way to a
central control, such as appesrs in T-547?

Correct,

|
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And showing the check number, the coding and the
p#yee, andlthe fund, I suppose ~- well, no, the
date?

lThat is right,

Now, 1is there anything different about the items
{n E-53 that you are holding in your hand, is
there anything in the handling of E-5% that
deviates from what you have described for the
court # a procedure for a claim in Duval County”?
No, not at all,

Now, 1s the claim fo. payment for material and

services essentially the same?

The same, except it would have a8 different code

. numb er.

And on labor, it is held there and folks come in
to get them?

Yes.

That is the only difference in the procedure?

That is right, He also handles the regular pay-
roll checks. |
Of cdurse, Judge Carrillo, I believe the record
reflects, was a district judge -~ well, from 1971,
having been elected again in November, 1974, is
that cbrrect?

Yes.
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And Ramiro Carrille was a county commissioner in
72 and 737

Yes..

He was the commissioner of what precinct?

3.

And, of course, you can't tell this court from
looking & the Exhibits you have, whether or not
Roberto Elizendo did in fact nerform the work for
which the expenditures in E-53 were paid to him
for?

Nof

There isvno where on E-53 where it appoears to
show Jﬁdge Carrillo's name?

On what?

On either cf the ones you hold in your hand, his
name?

No,

And as far as you know, there is no authority on
the claim forms underlying them?

No,

And could you tell us whether or nét he appeared
before the commissioners court as a witness on
behalf of any of them?

If -he did, it was not to my knowledge.

There is nothing'ynu can tell us thac Judge
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MR, MITCHELL: Pardon me, Your Honor,
may [ put a question to Counsel?

THE MASTER: Yes,

MR, MITCHELL: Are you intendine to
1imit this witness' testimony only to num-
ber 3?

MR, ODAM: The two other areas wheré
his testimony would be relevant would be
number 1, as t-~ the paragraph 1 on the Cash
Store, and the othér place it would he rele-
vant would be 7 through 12 and hased unon
no cbjection to authemtication of checks,
it may not be necessary to have him come
back later.

MR, MITCHELL: Well, all right. I
have no further questions of this wituness
on cross as regards number 3 and 1f counsel
poes beyond it, I would reserve the right
to recall him.

THE MASTER: Fine.

MR, ODAM: We will go fnto the Cash
Store at this time, ‘Your Hanor.

THE MASTER: All right, sir,
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‘351, and running through pages 429, Could you

MS, LEVANTINO: Given the hour and

the tiﬁe, Your Honor, we wopld 1like to get
into the discussion of the tesf{mony by
- this witness this morning,
May I aopreach the witness?
THE MASTER: Yes.
(By Ms. Levatino:) I am handing ,ou a bound
work booklet and ask you to turn to the back of

the booklet, beginning at page 450, ~- I am sorry,

identify the material contained on those psses?

MR, MITCHELL: May I at this time state
that we Qre gong to object to the identifica-
tion of the Senate journal. pages 351, and
say -- well, I am sorry, you are --

MS. LEVATINO: Well, Just as to the
Exhibits,

MR, MITCHELL: Well, I don't want to
dictate how that ought to be done. Those
are numerous Exhbits that have bem intro-
duced before the Senate and we agree they
will qomeinto this record and I believe
these are the ones this witness has authen-
ticated.

‘MS, LEVATINO: Ves, that is correct.
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MR, MITCHELL: These are numbered where
they will be hard to understand the continu-
1ty. »

THE MASTER: You agree they may be
taken out of the journal and.made Exhibits
in this prnceeding?

MR, MITCHELL: That fs right.

You see, they com= in and counsel has
introduced them at a prior hearing,
| THE MASTER: No, not here.

MR, MITCY"LL: At a prior hearing before
the Senate,

THE MASTER: Well, that 1is another
hearing, not a prior hearihg.

MR, MITCHELL: Well, at another l“earinge.

We are aware ~-- we made certain ohjec-
tions to them there and will make those
same obiections here. We are aware the
originals are still there, probably, but
out nf considetation for thaf fact and the
likewise oroblemAwe have, we have agreed,
subject to the Court's approval, that these
can conome into this hearine, is that right,
Councel?

MS, LEVATINO: Yes.
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) COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE - GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401




LoV

10
11
12
13

14

15

16
17
18

19

21

24

MR, MITCHFI.L: And T would orpfor_that
‘they are numbered in line with the evidence
we have here,

MS, LEVATINO: May I suggest, Your
Honor, that the Exhfhits designated as H-1
be E-55?

THE MASTER: One Exhibit?

MS, LEVATINO: Ye=z, because they are
sub-designated,

THE MASTER: Does that ﬁose a nrohlem
on cross-examination?

MR, MITCHELL: Yes. it does. It {is
bad enough and we should keep them <epar-
ate, .

THE MASTER: There is no problem,
because I have been in a case where it was
not uncommon tn have a fifty or sixtv nage

volume marked as one exhibit,

MR, MITCHELL: Yes, with sub=~divisions,

THE MASTER: And this has it's suh-
divisions, itself, does it not?

MR, MITCHELL: Yes. it does. Some of
those are two thousand -- T am referring
to the recitals, =~- 1 would have no ~bier-

tion to =--

i
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THE MASTER: I don't know what you are

taiking about,

MR ,MITCHELL: I am sorry, I took .it

aay from you.

This is iJt right here.

Judee,
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THE MASTER: Well, Mr, Mitchell, as I
see 1t, that is the only very first page of
this exhiblt. |

MR. MITCHELL: fhat's right; T have
examined to 386, Judge, and that is correct
and I have gone through and it appears that
that is correct,Judge, that that recital
does not appear on the balance. I would have
no objectlion if we Jjust simply marked that

one the next one in order and leave them

‘subdivisions. that I understand the proposal

is subdivision H1ll and H12, is that the -~

MS. LEVANTINO: Yes, counsel,

THE MASTER: Well, I think you need to
unstaple it and peel it out, but I thhk one
exhibit 1s fine, |

MS. LEVANTINO: Would you like to keep
this extra copy?

THE MASTER: Yes.
(Handed to the Mester.)

MR, MITCHELL: Counsel, may I -- Your
Honor, may I ask counsel another additional
question. Do you intend to also introduce

‘those -- the vouchers appearing on 440?

CHAZ‘;!AM & ASSOCIATES

URT REPORTERS
. 717 ANTELOPE « GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401




10
11
12
13

14

15 .

16 |

17

19 |

2]

24

1203

- this?

i
MS. LEVANTINO: Y=s, this would be the |
checks which you are referring to, which
would then be designated ~s the next
Examiner's Kxhibit,

MR, MITCHELL: All right, fine.

MS. LEVANTINO: Sub-designated H-21
through H-212, which would be the next
Examiner's number, whicn ynu cajmark.

MR, MITCHELL: And you would orliterate
the top of that cne, -the reference to the

prior -- or ~r~ther procedure that bhas no --

MS. LEVANTIMNO: All right, may I. have

(Handed to counsel,)

MS. LEVANTINO: TFor the purpéses of the
record at this time, Your Honor, T ravs %
copy of th;s material with all material
crosged cut and iLf you would prefer, we
can Just pull off the staples, whichever
would be easier, Would you prefer Jjust
the rest of the material marked out’

THE MASTER: I am sorry, say that again.

MS. LEVANTINO: Would wyou prefrry this,

the material which will be introduced as the
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on the one --

next two examiner's exhibits, be remored L
from this booklet or all of the material
crossed out and the booklet itself introduced!
except for the two examiner's exhibits?

THE MASTER: Well, you mean all of thls
testimony?

MS. LEVANTINO: Yes.

THE MASTER: No, 7 believe theexhibits
nght to'be --

MR, MITCHELL: -~ removed.

THE MAST®R: Separated out. Y- u will
have to find a falrly heavy staplier in
restaple them, but T just --.I believe that
there 18 35) pages of information here.

MR, MITCHELL: That's right.

THE‘MASTER: And I dont't see any point
in having the record contain thet,

MS, LEVANTINO: Okay.

MR, MITCHELL: For the purposes, then,
Your Honor, the one on 351 becomes R--

. THE MASTER: No, I think it is EX-55.

MR, MITCHELL: EX-55, with sub

" PHE MASTER: . Again, ¢ you really care
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about the preamble being obliterated?
What difference does it make, with no
Jury”

MR, MITCHELL: Judge, I Just think we
are all lawyers and I think we ought to
trest the records as lawyers and I think
that somebody upstairs would say, "Well,
now, what are they let“ing all of ghat in
for,"

I really -- it is cosmetic,

THE MAST*R: I am statlng for the
record that 1t ls not part of the exbiblg,
buit now Lf you want it blanked out, I
will get Ms. Levantino to re-~Xerox that --

I guess we could Just put tape over it,

white i1t out.

MR, MITCHELL: That is fine, Judge.
THE MASTER: All right.
MR. MITCHELL: And then, Your K:nor,

four forty, for my purposes, would he

Exhibit 56 with subparagraphs, am I ccrrect!

MS, LEVANTINO: That's correct,
subparagraphs H-21 through H-212,
THE MASTER: That poses a problem in

that the last page of exhibit 54 1s the
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Ifirst page of Exhibit 55, because it is
on one page.

MS. LEVANTINO: Well, Your fionor, may
I suggest we have extra coples of this and
we wlll obliterate the last page and it
will be two separate exhibits.

THE MASTER: That.is fine,

MS. LEVANTINO: If Your Honor wlll
allow me, I belleve we can finish with Mr,
Meeks and lntroduce these being marked

subject to taling -- making the alterations

S . - e .. 1R06

which we have discussed, right after the break,.

THE MASTER: All right.

MS. LEVANTINO: And for flnal
production marking them tomorrow morning.

THE MASTER: All right,

MS., LEVANTINO: I offer these twe

exhibits Exeminer's Exhibits 55 and 556,

MR, MITCHELL: No objection, subject
only to either -- questions on cross-
examinatlon or voir dire.

THE MASTER: All right,

MR. MITCHELL: Counsel, why don't you

Just go ahead and finish.
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BY MS,LEVANTINO:

EXAMINATION CONTINUED

Mr. Meek, would you look &t what has now been
labeled Examiner's Lxhibit 54, subtitle H-11 and
H-13S8 and identify these for the Court,

Could you tell us Just generally what that
material 1s contained in that exhibit?
Yes,that is a Duval Couhty welfare department
form authorizing this person to pick up groceries
or whatever,
When you ssy, "that is," could you tell me
precisely what you're referring to, Mr., Meek!?
Well, frankly, I can't read 1it,.
Okay, let me -- on the first page of the
Examiner's Exhibit, you will see on the right-hand
slde which looks to be like the clalm jacket which
you have, just identified for the prlor examiner's
Exhlbit Number 53, is that correct?
Identify that claim jacket?
Yes.
Yés, that is a claim Jacket for the -- that
enclosed the sales slip and the order from the
welfare department.

Do you know where the original of that clalm jacket
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is? ' |
If- we haven't turned it over to you, we have it

in my files.

Mr. Meek, I believe that a few months ago, or a
month or so ago, you testified in anotﬁer
proceeding in Austln, Texas, before the Senate

of the State of Texas, 1s that correct?

That Is correct.

And did you bring a number of forms with you at
that time?

Yes, I did.

Are these forms contained -- are the coples
contalned in Examiner's Exhibit Number 55, copies
of thé form, the claim Jacket and welfare
véuchers which you took with you to Austin, Texas?
That's right.

Okay. Di1d yrou evef recelve the -- those orlginalé
back from when you presented them to the Senate
in Austin, Texas?

No, I don't think that I did,

On the first page of Examiner's Exhibit 55, on
tﬁe right-hand side, 1s what you have identified
as a claim Jacket for a welfare -~ for payment

to the Cash Store of a welfare claim, is that

correct?
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Yes.
What is the amount of that claim?
Now, what page is that?
It 18 the very --
The first one?
Yes, sir.
That is a Cash Store, Benavides, 3ix hundred and
sixty-five., Is that sixty-five or sixfy-élx,
I can't make out the figure.
Sixty-five, I believe.
Sixty-five dollars.
To the right-hand side of that, would you tell
us what that form is, which is entitled Duval
Coupty; Duval County Welfare Department,
immediately to the left?
To the left,

MS. LEVANTINO: May I approach the

witness, Your Honor? |

THE MASTER: Yes.
This, you nean?
Yes, what 1s the form immediately to the left
entitled Duval County Welfare Department?
Well, that is a welfare department form for
aﬁthorizing.

Okay. And at the bottom of the page, there 1is
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It is not listed here. I mean it doesn t show

ST e me -y

reproducéd another form which has a series of
names on it and what would that form be?

That 1s a sales slip from the -~ from some store.

on the sales slip.

All righst.

Just a blank sales slip.

And immediately to the left of tnat i1s what
apbears to be en adding machine tape, is thet
right?

That 1is correct.

Would this materfal be Included inside the claim
Jacket that is identified ~-- that you have
1dentifted on the right-hand side?

It would be.

Okay. 1If you will turn the page, are thers
similar forms contalned on the next page?

Yes.

Would that materlal also be included inside the
claim‘jacket?

They would be, that is where it would be found,
yes.

Okay. 7ou have just finished descrlbing the
procedures by which your office processes ~lalm

forms such as these, is that corr:ct?
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Uh-huh,

Would the procedure just elicited from you by
counsel, Mr., Mitchell, in the process of your
claim f3rm: contained in Exhibit -- Examiner's
Exhibit Nuaber 55, be ldentical or substantiaslly
simllar to that process with which Mr, Mitchell
has --

It would be exactly the same.

It would be exactly the same?

Yes.

If you will now turn to what has been identified
as Examiner's Exhiblt Number 55 beginning cn
page UU4D of the item which you have?

L4so?

Yee, would you tell the Court for the record
what that exhibit :ontaina?

That Ls Duval County check.

Is that a copy --

Or a warraat, whatever you want to cal} it.

The first -- what is the ~- on the first one on
the -- tha: page, the top, what is the clainm
number on that check?

Claim ~--

Can you read that?

That 18 -- no, I can't, it is LB82, Lt looks like,
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sote 4
or 53.
In conjunction with your previous testimohny, would
one of these correspond with a claim form submitted
to the county commissioners?
Yes, it would. »
Before it would be issued?
Yes.
And I believe 1t was your testimon;,, your previous
testimony, that --

MS., LEVANTINO: Strike that,
Would you please look at page U451 of the book.

THE MASTER: I om somy. We hav=s got

te stop. I have people waiting.
MS., LEVANTINO: I am sorry.
THE MASTER: We wili be in recese until

8:30 somorrow morning.

(Whereupon, the hearing was ln rezess
fron 1:05 p.m. on November 11, 1975, until

8:32 a.m. on November 12, 1975.)
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